
 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
April 11, 2024 
 
 
Members attending in person:  R. Brantley Ivey, Michael S. Hash, Tracy A. Anderson, Mary 
E. Dickenson Tomlinson, and Mitchell D. Cornett. 
 
Staff attending in person:  Stephen A. Boyer, Nikki C Edwards, and Linda C. Osborne 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 

 
Supervisor Anderson made the motion to move item #4 (Closure of Funds as 
recommended by the Auditors) and item #5 (Budget Amendments – Commonwealth 
Attorney) to new business; duly seconded by Supervisor Cornett.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING(S) 
• A public hearing to receive public comments to receive public input to the proposed 

Grayson County Broadband Fund Budget Amendment for Fiscal Year 2023-2024 – 
Supervisor Anderson made the mo�on to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Tomlinson.  Mo�on carried.   

- Jason Beduhn/Galax/VA – ques�oned the 9-1-1 stabiliza�on project 
Supervisor Hash made the mo�on to close the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Tomlinson.  Mo�on carried 5-0.  Discussion among the Board took place 
and Supervisor Cornet made the mo�on to approve and appropriate as laid out 
in the public no�ce; duly seconded by Supervisor Anderson.  Roll call vote as 



follows:  Tracy A. Anderson – aye; Michael S. Hash – aye; Mitchell D. Cornet – aye; 
Mary E. Dickenson Tomlinson – aye; R. Brantley Ivey – aye. 
 

IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Robinson, Farmer, Cox Associates – Mr. Scott Wickham, CPA, CFE, presented the audit 
report for the year ending June 30, 2023 which is on file in the Grayson County 
Administrator’s Office. Mr. Wickham noted the County received an unmodified opinion 
which is the best you can receive – would like to see some items cleaned up more. with 
one of them being the Statement of Economic Interest forms being fully completed.  
Government Wide current ratio of 3.57 is fairly strong; general fund total expenditures 
compounded annual growth rate is 5/87%; very slight change in General Fund Revenues 
for FY23 and General Fund Operating & Debt; County Reserves is 18.82% which is above 
the 16.67% recommendation; Debt Balances per capita is $1,990 which is below the state 
average of $3,766.  Mr. Wickham touched on the Virginia Retirement System and the 
GASB. Statement of Economic Interest forms need to be completed in full – paying close 
attention in reading each question – will send a list to Administration of those not 
completed in full. 
 
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 
 
• Closure of Funds as Recommended by the Auditors – moved from the consent agenda –  

 Prepaid Fund 109 closed and record all transac�ons in the General Fund 100 
 Community Development fund 110 and record all transac�ons in the General Fund 

100 
 Local Sales Tax Fund 131 be closed and record all transac�ons in the General Fund 
 Water Deposits Fund 564 be closed and record all transac�ons in the PSA Fund 501 
 Fairview Water Debt Reserve Fund 532 be closed and record all transac�ons in the 

PSA Fund 501 
Mrs. Sarah Hash-Trimble addressed the Board and noted that she has some concerns with 
the list such as the Local Sales Tax Fund – the Prepaid Fund is balanced each day and if it’s 
going to be changed, just need to make sure it’s going to be ok – not comfortable being 
pushed into closing them out at this �me.  Mr. Wickham noted that there is a different reason 
for closing each one out – sales tax, for the past audit one of the entries was merged into the 
general fund; amount le� was county money and not any type of sales tax money which is 
an error that needs to be corrected – not necessarily that the fund has to be closed, it was 
recommended in effort to get it corrected; second part is efficiency, some locali�es do have 
it in the General Fund and post the revenue in the general fund and the expense comes out 
of that revenue when it goes to the town which is common – there are a few locali�es that 
keep that fund and each month they transfer it into the General Fund – on some of the funds 
the Board receives a memo to do a transfer between funds and that addi�onal step may be 
a litle more tedious – main goal is to not have a balance in that fund at the end of the year 



because it should be transferred to the General Fund – the Water Deposit fund can be 
included in the PSA Fund as a liability (you can have a separate fund for that but its just 
another fund to track) – if you were a stand-alone PSA, you would only have one fund.  Mrs. 
Edwards noted there are approximately 28 funds that get merged into the General Fund 
(entries) which is a lot of entries – transfers that we are doing wouldn’t have to come before 
the Board because the cash balances are in a different fund, not the General Fund where 
they should be which creates a lot of inefficiencies.  Mr. Wickham noted that there are also 
inefficiencies with our consul�ng firm, especially on the auditors end as they are pos�ng 
entries and once they are all merged in, there’s a chance the entries don’t balance in the fund 
which creates more work.  Mr. Wickham noted that the Community Development Fund 
(which was created in house) needs to be closed. More discussion took place and Mr. 
Wickham noted this recommenda�on is to correct some issues and make things more 
efficient – really wants both sides to be on board with the recommenda�ons – typically a 
county our size has very few different funds (3 merged into the PSA and 28 that merged into 
the General Fund) - Mr. Wickham noted that it’s not correc�ng last year’s issues, it goes back 
several years where the steps have not been taken to get corrected – consultants are being 
paid to correct inefficiencies – need to follow the consultants recommenda�ons.   Supervisor 
Anderson made the mo�on to follow the auditor’s recommenda�on of closure on these 
accounts with a caveat if there is something that we don’t have the authority or presented 
that we don’t have the authority, we reconsider those specific items individually; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Tomlinson.  Mo�on carried 5-0. 

 
• Budget Amendment(s) – Commonwealth Atorney – Mr. Boyer read the leter from Mr. 

Brandon Boyles, Commonwealth Atorney (listed below) and also noted that an Ordinance 
was passed in 2013 which allows the County employees to receive bonuses with the Boards 
approval – the County does have MOU’s with the Cons�tu�onal Officers.  Discussion took 
place among the Board and staff and Supervisor Anderson made the mo�on to decline the 
request from the Commonwealth Atorney for bonuses; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Cornet.  Discussion took place and staff noted that there is an Ordinance in place regarding 
bonuses. Mo�on carried 5-0. 

 
• Resolu�on – In Support of Virginia’s Smart Scale Project Submissions – Consensus of the 

Board to waive the reading of the resolu�on (listed below).  Supervisor Hash made the 
mo�on to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Anderson.  Roll call vote as follows: Tracy A. 
Anderson – aye; Michael S. Hash – aye; Mitchell D. Cornet – aye; Mary E. Dickenson 
Tomlinson – aye; R. Brantley Ivey – aye. 

 
                                                         RESOLUTION  

OF THE GRAYSON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
IN SUPPORT OF VIRGINIA’S SMART SCALE PROJECT SUBMISSIONS 

WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors recognizes the importance of 
prioritizing transportation projects for funding by the Commonwealth Transportation Board 
based on an objective and fair analysis applied statewide, as set forth in the General Assembly’s 
House Bill (2) effective as of July 1, 2014; and 



WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors recognizes the new transportation 
funding formula set forth in House Bill 1887 and approved by the Virginia General Assembly in 
February 2015 and the High-Priority Program, as defined in §33.2-370 as the statewide 
competitive funding program and the Highway Construction District Grant Programs, as defined 
in the §33.2-371 as the Bristol District competitive funding program; and 

WHEREAS, the Smart Scale (formerly known as HB2) project identified within Grayson 
County is Route 89 (Skyline Highway) at Route 618 (Mount Vale Road) Turn Lane Improvement 
Project. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
hereby approves and supports Grayson County, Virginia’s submission of the aforementioned 
project via the candidate project pre-application submission deadline of April 1, 2024, and a full 
application submission deadline of July 1, 2024.  Furthermore, the Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors does encourage and implore the Commonwealth Transportation Board and the 
Virginia Department of Transportation to fund this project and supports any and all such efforts. 

 Adopted this 11th day of April 2024 in the County of Grayson, Virginia. 
        

By: ____________________________________ 
             R. Brantley Ivey, Chair 
               Grayson County Board of Supervisors  
ATTEST:       
__________________________ 
          Stephen A. Boyer, Clerk 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Resolu�on – Opposing a Requested Rate Increase by Appalachian Power Company – 
Consensus of the Board to waive the reading of the Resolu�on (listed below).  Supervisor 
Cornet made the mo�on to approve the resolu�on; duly seconded by Supervisor Anderson.  
Roll call vote as follows:  Tracy A. Anderson – aye; Michael S. Hash – aye; Mitchell D. Cornet 
– aye; Mary E. Dickenson Tomlinson – aye; R. Brantley Ivey – aye. 
 
                                                     RESOLUTION  

OF THE GRAYSON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OPPOSING A REQUESTED RATE INCREASE BY 

APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY (AEP) 
 

 WHEREAS, Appalachian Power Company, a subsidiary of American 
Electric Power, hereinafter referred to as “AEP”, has filed a request with the 
State Corporation Commission seeking an increase in its rates that would have 
significant financial impacts on the citizens in Grayson County; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this substantial increase is being requested during difficult 
economic times with our local economy, and for our county, our citizens and 
surrounding areas; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the citizens of Grayson County, as ratepayers, should not be 
adversely impacted because of the utility’s desire to increase profits or recover 
additional revenues; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this substantial increase will have a serious financial impact 
on Grayson County citizens and cause additional financial strain when times are 
difficult with inflation and cost of living increases; and 
 
 WHEREAS, AEP needs to look at improvements to their operations, 
particularly fiscal management, rather than constantly seeking rate increases 
that affects the standard of living for Grayson County citizens; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed rate increase will be detrimental to our citizens 
who are already struggling to pay bills, pay for groceries, gas, and necessities, 
and will truly cause lasting dire and negative consequences to our Grayson 
County citizens and families; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed rate increase is simply not the right action to take 
when there is no option which power company to use for electricity, and our 
citizens have already struggled and sacrificed immensely while the utility wishes 
to increase revenue. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors opposes the large rate increase requested by AEP, and files this 
Resolution with the State Corporation Commission to demonstrate its 
opposition.  



 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be submitted to 
the County’s legislative delegation. 
 
Adopted this 11th day of April 2024. 
 

ATTEST:       
 
 
             
Stephen A. Boyer, Clerk     R. Brantley Ivey, Chair 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors  Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Boyer gave the following report: 
 VDOT signs have been erected on Hardin Road (noted there are no signs from 

Troutdale into Independence-coming East) and signs have been erected on Old 
Baywood Rd. 

 Complaints of trash on the main roads – VDOT has informed us that they have no 
funds for trash pickup this year – we will be using our community service people 
along with the Sheriff’s Office to pick up trash – Sheriff’s Office has a contract with 
VDOT where VDOT will pay a deputy to supervise the workers; VDOT states they 
will only be mowing 1 �me this year due to funds being cut 

 Absorbing costs on Public Works - $280K short this year – a business in Smyth 
County has been placing �res at several residences in Troutdale for our large item 
pickup which is an expense to the County – our Public Works Dept. does a great 
job - Smyth, Wythe, Russell offer no curbside pickup – our curbside charge is 
$18/mo plus can par�cipate in large item – will have to decide how we move 
forward 

 New River Hill Farm & Forest Trail will hold their grand opening tomorrow at 10am 
 Legends of Grayson was held last weekend at the 1908 Courthouse 
 Maple Fes�val was held last weekend at Whitetop 
 April is Child Abuse Awareness month for DSS  

 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented. 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

- Jason Beduhn/Galax, VA – thanked the Board for their work and 
improvements that have been made – noted the Courthouse looks beter – 



9-1-1 system was broken before Gigabeam started – s�ll unresolved issues – 
very passionate about emergency service 

IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
None 
 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Anderson made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-
3711(A)(1) of the Code of Virginia to discuss personnel matters involving district specific 
appointments; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Anderson made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on the 
11th day of April 2024,  pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with 
provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Tracy A. Anderson – I so certify; Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Mitchell D. 
Cornett– I so certify; Mary E. Dickenson Tomlinson – I so certify; R. Brantley Ivey – I so 
certify. 
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED 

- Board Appointments 

Economic Development Authority – 1yr term 
• Jonathan Warren (EC) – term expires 4/13/24 – willing to serve another term 
• Jason Baumgardner (OT) – term expires 4/13/24 

Economic Development Authority – 2yr term 
• Jus�ne Jackson-Rickets (EC) – term expires 4/13/24 
• Todd Cannaday (EC) – term expires 4/13/24 – is willing to serve another term 



Economic Development Authority – 3yr term 
• Elizabeth Hash (EC) – term expires 4/13/25 
• Gary Rascoe (W) – term expires 4/13/25 

Economic Development Authority – 4yr term 
• Chris Butler (P) – term expires 4/13/26 

Economic Development Authority – Advisory Member 
• Darin Young (W) – non-vo�ng member appointed 4/14/22 

Economic Development Authority 
• Roger Rose (EC) – applica�on 
• Elizabeth “Betsy” Shearin (W) – At Large applica�on 

Rec Advisory Committee – 4yr term 
• James H.D. Young, Jr (P) – missed 2 or more mee�ngs & according to by-laws can 

miss no more than 2 without proper no�fica�on – new appointee would fill the 
remainder of Mr. Young’s term which expires 2/7/28  - Per Supervisor Hash, he 
has spoken with Mr. Young and he will be at the next mee�ng and would like to 
con�nue to serve. 

Supervisor Anderson made the motion to table the board appointments; duly seconded 
by Supervisor Cornett.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Anderson.   
Motion carried 5-0. 
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