
 
 
 

Grayson County Economic Development Authority 
P. O. Box 217; Independence, VA 24348 

 
November 21, 2023 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Members Present      Staff Present 
Christopher J. Butler      Mitchell L. Smith 
Todd Cannaday via teleconference    Lyndsie Young 
Justine Jackson-Ricketts     Deb Jones  
Gary Rascoe        
Jonathan Warren 
Jason Baumgardner 
Darin Young 
 
Members Absent      Staff Absent    
Elizabeth Hash       Stephen A. Boyer 
        Nikki Edwards 
        Tracy Cornett 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Mr. Butler, Chair, opened the meeting; called roll and determined a quorum is present. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mrs. Warren made the motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of October 23, 
2023 (correct date to October 17, 2023); duly seconded by Mr. Rasco. Motion carried. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
Mr. Butler highlighted the bottom dollar amount showing on the financial report listed 
below.  Mr. Butler inquired abut if Grayson Millworks doesn’t pay – Mr. Smith noted that 
they do have a monthly payment plan set up. Mr. Baumgardner made the motion to 
approve; duly seconded by Mr. Warren.  Motion carried. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
PRESENTATION(S)/REPORTS 

• None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

• ARS – Jimmy Moss – Mr. Moss this started in the Fall of 2022 – funds Virginia 
Housing funneled through DHCD – grants or loans to renovate the undervalued 
home in any neighborhood – programs are set up for first time home buyers in 
first 60 days – after the 60 days must go through housing counselor (HOPE Inc) - 



$35K given for renovation and must be paid back (zero interest) with any profit 
made must go back into housing opportunities, etc ($50K given, $35K towards 
reno, $15K fees) – can give preference to Grayson County residents – will need a 
housing board to make decisions which should consist of 5 members – suggested 
2 from Administration, 2 from the EDA and 1 Planning Commission) – Halifax 
County has implemented this so it might be a good idea to speak with them and 
ask questions – discussion on partnering with a realtor to market homes took 
place - will need EDA and Board of Supervisors approval on Fair Housing 
Certification document and ARS-Residential Anti-Displacement and Relocation 
Assistance Plan Certification document.  Mr. Rascoe made the motion to approve 
the ARS Program Design and adoption of accompanying documents; duly 
seconded by Mrs. Jackson-Ricketts.  Motion carried.  Mr. Butler will present the 
recommendation to the Board of Supervisors at their January meeting. 

 
• Industrial Park Stormwater Management Facility Maintenance Agreement 

Mr. Smith noted this is to close out the industrial park and stormwater management will 
be maintained by the county.  Mr. Baumgardener made the motion to approve the 
agreement (which will be recorded in the Clerk of Court’s Office); duly seconded by Mr. 
Cannaday. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

• McAllister Mills– Mr. Butler noted that the County Attorney has supplied an 
agreement for McAllister for the EDA to discuss – after discussion, the EDA would 
like to remove “the average annual wage of the New Jobs will be at least $____” 
under Section 2 – Targets; also under Section 3 – “Disbursement of Forgivable 
Loan” add in the date of 12/30/23.  Mr. Smith will discuss check payment with 
Mrs. Edwards. Mr. Warren made the motion to approve the agreement and check 
payment; duly seconded by Mr. Rascoe.  Motion carried. 

• Angela Briam – Sip & Taste – Discussion was held on the $75K request – possibly 
part grant toward equipment up to $30K and part loan up to $20K with a possible 
5% interest rate.  Defer for 6 months. 

 
INFORMATION ITEMS 

• Resolution for Gold Hill Cider – Mr. Smith noted this is for information purposes – 
the Board of Supervisors did pass this during their November meeting. 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None 
 
ADJOURN 
Mr. Warren made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Mr. Rascoe.  Motion carried. 
 
 


