
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
June 8, 2023 
 
 
Members attending in person:  Michael S. Hash, John S. Fant, Kenneth R. Belton, R. 
Brantley Ivey, and Tracy A. Anderson. 
 
Staff attending in person:  Stephen A. Boyer, Mitchell L. Smith, Nikki C. Edwards, and 
Linda C. Osborne 



IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING(S) 
 

• Public hearing to receive public comment(s) to consider the following request of 
a section of Rt. 640, Camp Dickenson Lane, 239.18 feet, a distance of 0.0453 
miles be abandoned from the VDOT Secondary Road System.  Supervisor Ivey 
made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
- Anthony Gomez, Director of Camp Dickenson/Fries/VA – brought this request 

to the county asking for a moving of the interstate maintenance so some 
gates on the property can be adjusted with the intent to limit public access to 
the facility – the facility operates as a summer camp, a retreat facility and a 
RV campground.  Seeking to move the gate to reduce/restrict public access 
to the 536 acres – the closet property owner is over a mile away on either 
side of the road – prior to the property being Camp Dickenson, the Dickenson 
family operated a ferry – then the property was donated to the United 
Methodist Church and  become Camp Dickenson – the camp now operates 
year round and would like to be able to secure the property 

- Bobby Dixon of Spring Valley Rd/Fries/VA – has a lot of history – personally 
would hate to see it close 

- Billy Dillon – 54 Burning Bush Way/Galax/VA – against closing/abandoning – 
also turned in petitions signed by others that are against closing/abandoning 
the property 

Mrs. Jada Black, Planning & Community Development Director, addressed the Board and 
noted that based on the opposition to closing the road, staff recommends to no longer  
support the closure of the ½ mile road and for that section to remain in VDOT’s 
inventory.  Mrs. Black also noted that if there’s any opposition, VDOT will not proceed 
with closing the road.  Supervisor Fant noted that they are bringing up a security issue –
any alternative ways that could help them if the road is not being closed – possibly 
speak with VDOT to moved gate and address the security concerns and at the same 
time, keeping the road open.  Supervisor Fant made the motion to come out of the 
public hearing; duly seconded by Supervisor Ivey.  Motion carried 5-0.  Supervisor Fant 
made the motion to follow staff recommendation on not abandoning a section of Rt. 
640; duly seconded by Supervisor Tracy.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 

• Public hearing to receive public comment on the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 
2023-2024.  Supervisor Fant made the motion to open the public hearing; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 5-0.  Since no one signed up to 



speak, Supervisor Fant made the motion to come out of the public hearing; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
IN RE:  PRESENTATION(S) 
 
Mr. Keith Andrews of New River Clean-Up gave the following presentation: 

- Fall of 2020 discussions took place regarding river clean-up 
- May 13, 2021 a Proclamation was issued – Month of August is Clean River – build 

next generation – work with other organizations 
- Encourage river property owners to keep their river property clean 
- Provide materials 
- Build stewardship 
- Month of August 2022 had 7 agencies involved 
- DWR placed bags a 2 different sites 
- Awarded stewardship certificates at the end of August 
- 2023 – Fish the New and Clean it too Campaign 
- New River Conservancy will conduct a workshop 
- 5 river clean-ups planned and potentially adding 2 more 
- 4 bag distribution stations 
- Need community plan 
- Would like to contact the individual river property owners and get information 

out to them 
- John boats are needed along with floatation devices 
- Looking for a new poster child – need more youth participating 
- This will be year 3 of making it work 
- Appreciates continued support and help 

 
IN RE:  RESOLUTION – RT. 89 SAFETY CONCERNS 
 
Mr. Smith explained when Rt. 89 was repaved, the reflectors in the center line was 
never placed back and with the fog in that area, it’s a safety concern – VDOT has 
determined that due to the cost and the damage they can cause when they work their 
way out of the pavement and hitting cars, they are no longer going to be placed back.  
This resolution is asking VDOT to do a review/study on other options since the reflectors 
will not be reinstalled.  Supervisor Belton asked staff to work with VDOT and they 
recommended passing a resolution and submitting it to VDOT.  Mr. Smith read the 
resolution (listed below).  Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve; duly seconded 
by Supervisor Belton.  Roll call vote as follows:  Tracy A Anderson – aye; John S. Fant – 
aye; R. Brantley Ivey – Aye; Kenneth R. Belton – aye’ Michael S. Hash – aye.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 

 



 

 

 
 
IN RE:  BOARD APPOINTMENTS  
 
Rec Advisory Committee – 3yr term – At Large Rep:  John Alexander resigned at the end 
of May – new appointee will fill the remainder of his term which expires on 12/31/23.  
Supervisor Fant noted he has spoken with someone but doesn’t have a commitment 
yet. 
 
VCWA – 4yr term:  Chris Morton no longer wishes to serve – new appointee’s term will 
begin 7/1/23 and expire on 6/30/26.  Supervisor Ivey made the motion to appoint Mr. 
Darin Young; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Stephen A. Boyer gave the following report: 

- Introduced Nikki Edwards, new Director of Finance to replace Leesa A. Gayheart 
- Hired Fernando Ponce – IT Support and Christian Barnard as our GIS  
- Looking for a 4-H Agent 
- Registrar position is open until 6/15/23 – Mrs. Stacey Reavis will be leaving 

Grayson on 6/30/23 and will be taking a new position with Carroll County 
- Large item pickup will finish up this week 
- Fries CPR date 6/6/23 – 2 locations 
- Ag Fair will be held 8/11 – 8/12 – all volunteers appreciated 



- River Clean River month is August 
- Delhart turn lane has been approved by VDOT 
- VDACS notified us that spraying for spongy moths will begin 6/12/23, weather 

permitting 
- Visit from Hubert Barrier, regarding rec park – read an article from a newspaper 

provided by Mr. Barrier noting the park was constructed on 9/3/80 – park had a 
huge influence on a lot of lives  
– continue with the vision and inspire the community  
– create sustainable partnerships, develop quality programs, communicate 
effectively, and demonstrate responsibility 
– 9 summer camps – basketball camp/ kayak camp/ outdoor adventure camp/ 
athletic camp/safety camp – summer youth tennis league/ 7 & 8 grade 
basketball/ 13 & 15yo baseball/softball / mens & women slow pitch softball 

- Partner with New River Country Club – any Grayson resident can play golf for a 
reduced rate on Tuesdays 

- Partner with Grayson County Cross Country for the July 4th 3K & 5K run 
- Swimming lessons 
- Open gym at Grayson Highlands and Grayson County High School 
- Indoor pickle ball at Independence Elementary 
- Over 1,000 attended the Halloween event 
- Held first daddy/daughter dance 
- Tennis/basketball/pickle ball court  
- All buildings have been painted 
- Office been remodled 
- Steps on bleachers have been worked on 
- Pool / filter have been updated 
- This is 1.7% of the county budget – Keith & Dylan put in long hours and really 

keep the park in great shape 
 
The Board took a break at 6:46pm and the meeting reconvened at 6:54pm. 
 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented. 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKER(S) 
 
Mr. Kevin Spurlin, Senior Extension Agent serving Grayson County, addressed the Board 
and spoke on the resolution response regarding pesticide application in Grayson County: 

- Concerned about the citizens in our communities 
- Supports public right to ask questions 
- Pesticide use has been scrutinized – educate safe/effective pesticide use – does 

not support misuse  



- Pesticide use in Virginia is highly regulated federally by the US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and the Virginia Board of Agriculture & Consumer 
Services.  The Board’s authority is granted legislatively via the Virginia Pesticide 
Control act (Code of Virginia Title 3.2. Agriculture, Animal Care, and Food; 
Subtitle III. Chapter 39. 

- Enforcement of provisions of the Virginia Pesticide Control Act is delegated to 
VDACS Office of Pesticide Service (VDACS-OPS). 

- Showed the workers protection manual; showed the manual that is used for 
studying to take the pesticide application test for their license 

- Virginia is a “label state”  meaning that any pesticide use in violation with that 
product’s label is a violation of the Virginia Pesticide Control Act as well as 
federal law (ex-not wearing correct protective equipment, etc.) and includes 
“drift” (drift’s to an adjoining property) – there is an enforcement process – local 
person is located in the Wytheville Office and encourages people to contact that 
office if they have concerns 

- “Pest” means any deleterious organism that is: (i) any vertebrate animal other 
than man; (ii) any invertebrate animal excluding any internal parasite of living 
man or other living animals; (iii) any plant growing where not wanted, and any 
plant part such as a root; or (iv) any bacterium, virus, or other microorganisms 
(except for those on or in living man or other living animals and those on or in 
processed food or processed animal feed, beverages, drugs as defined by the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act at 21 U.S.C. §321(g)(1), and cosmetics as 
defined by the Federal Food, Drug, And Cosmetic Act at 21 U.S.C. §321 (i)).  Any 
organism classified as endangered, threatened, or otherwise protected under 
federal or state laws shall not be deemed a pest for the purposes of this chapter. 

- “Pesticide” means: (i) any substance or mixture of substances intended for 
preventing, destroying, replelling, or mitigating any insects, rodents, fungi, 
bacteria, weeds, or other forms of plant or animal life, bacterium, or viruses, 
except viruses on or in living man or other animals, which the Commissioner 
shall declare to be a pest; (ii) any substance or mixture of substances intended 
for use as a plant regulator, defoliant, or desiccant; and (iii) any substance 
intended to become an active ingredient in any substance defined in clause (i) 
and (ii).  Mr. Spurlin then showed a Lysol spray can and Clorox wipes which is a 
pesticide – sanitizers for dishes/tables are pesticides. 

- Concerned citizens meet back in October 2021 and recently with the advisory 
committee as well as other authorities and the following have been shared with 
them regarding the Resolution: 
Resolution actions 1 and 8 – Many agencies including DEQ, VDH, VDACS, DOF, 
DCR, Virginia Cooperative Extension, USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, New River Soil and Water Conservation District, Grayson County Building 
Official, and Grayson County Planning and Zoning conduct soil and water quality 
monitoring, conservation and outreach within Grayson County.  Agencies and 
non-profits including the New River Conservancy, Grayson LandCare, Blue Ridge 
Discovery Center, and others work collaboratively with regulatory agencies to 



raise awareness of and protect the public and the environment from a myriad of 
potentially harmful land use activities, including pesticide misuse. 
 
Resolution action 2: Virginia Cooperative Extension provides once-annual private 
water testing service for Grayson property owners.  In 2023, 50 private water 
systems are being evaluated.  While this program does not test for pesticides, 
the Virginia Department of General Services maintains a list of certified private 
labs that can test drinking water for pesticides.  Virginia Cooperative Extension 
can work with landowners to determine what specific pesticides to test for.  
Public water must be routinely tested per state guidelines.  VDH manages official 
private water quality monitoring for disease-causing bacterial contaminants.  
Virginia Department of General Services has a list of labs that can test water for 
pesticides and is happy to share the list. 
 
Resolution action 3: VDH provided documentation (listed below) that shows 
Grayson County (378 cases per 100K population) is below the Virginia average 
420.8 cases per 100K population) for cancer rate over the most recent 10-yr data 
period.  The most recent 5ive-year data showed an improvement in rates (359.2 
per 100K) compared to the previous five-year data (398.2 per 100K).  In that 
document VDH officials stated that “there was no evidence noted for a potential 
cancer cluster” in Grayson County. 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Mapping Cancer or Parkinson’s disease cases would violate health privacy laws:  Even if 
geographical information of patients with various diseases could be obtained, that does 
not offer evidence of the cause of those diseases.  Any inferences based solely on 
location, ignores all potential causative factors, and could lead errors in policymaking 
based solely on the factor alone. 
 
Resolution points 4 through 7: Grayson County does not have the authority to regulate 
pesticide use including regulating aerial application, mandating public notification 
beyond what is already required, or increasing buffer requirements beyond those 
already enforceable by label or other federal or state laws – basically, Grayson County is 
not allowed to set the laws – that’s the sole responsibility of VDACS to set the laws. 
Questions regarding enforcement should be directed to the Compliance Director within 
VDACS-OPS.   
 
Mr. Spurlin noted that in his role as County Extension Agent, who is partially funded by 
the Commonwealth and by Grayson County, he dedicates at least 10% of his time 
annually to pesticide safety education, and pest identification and treatment 
recommendations using research-based, integrated pest management approaches that 
employ best practices including non-chemical and chemical treatment options, including 
organic chemicals. 
 
Resolution point 9: Sharing citizen concerns with elected officials is every citizen’s right. 
 
 
 



 

 
There is a lot of misinformation floating around and if anyone has any questions, please 
contact Mr. Spurlin and he will be glad to help.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT(S) 
 

- Tracy Cummins of Powder Mill Rd/Elk Creek – thanked Board for their service; 
had the first Grayson Life Resource meeting – will help with life issues – womb to 
tomb – Sat. June 24 at 10:10 a.m. they will hold a meeting – 1yr celebration of 
Dobb’s decision; July 4 they will be set up at the parade – pro-life – moral issue –  

- Janie Cox – River Bend Rd/Mouth of Wilson – requested Board move forward 
with the public hearing for Sanctuary of the unborn – follow commandments – 
stand firm 



- Molly Kay Luper of Turkey Knob Rd/Fries – read some statistics – is pro-life – life 
is valuable 

- Harold Vannoy – suggested the Board read Ben Carson background – had a heart 
transplant – someone had to give their life for him to live – pro-life 

- Karen Luper of Turkey Knob Rd/Fries – Pro-life – supports Sanctuary of the 
Unborn 

- Lynn Roberts of Elk Creek Pkwy/Independence – Pro-life and supports making 
Grayson a Sanctuary County – work together to protect life  

- Michael McHone of Powder Mill Rd/Elk Creek – proud to be in Grayson County – 
protect life – speaking for ones that can’t speak – protect ones that can’t protect 
themselves – supports Sanctuary of the Unborn 

- Mike Gaffney of Rock Quarry Ln/Elk Creek – spoke regarding Broadband – came 
last month and spoke – high fall risk – needs help getting Broadband 

- Craig Hensdell of Silver Hill Rd/Independence – supports Sanctuary of the unborn 
- Kevin Strawn of Mountain Breeze/Independence – read a story -  eed to closely 

onside each woman as they carry the unborn  
- Rick Young of Fox Creek Rd/Mouth of Wilson – pro-life – requests the Board 

reconsider the hearing date and move it up from December – all will be held 
accountable for what we do – make Grayson County a Sanctuary – choose life – 
the number 5 is grace, show grace and make this happen, we all have choices – 
choose life 

- Billy Key of Horse Ford Ln/Independence – Supports the Ordinance – thanked 
Board for their service – next generation is being killed – encouraged the Board 
to move the public hearing date up 

- Sherry Key of Horse Ford Ln/Independence – thanked Board for their service – 
County emblem is In God We Trust – please move the public hearing date up so 
citizens can speak 

- Darlene Hensdell of Oak Ridge/Independence – thanked Board for their service – 
in support of Sanctuary County – requesting public hearing date be moved back 
so citizens can speak – babies are a blessing 

- James Hayes of Grassy Creek Rd/Mouth of Wilson – spoke regarding Gigabeam – 
AEP has not turned the boxes on  and they still have nothing – someone needs to 
keep up with the workers – no way everyone will be hooked by October – pro-
life – let citizens vote – for Sanctuary of Unborn 

- Ann Rose of Discovery Ln/Independence – read a recap of the last board meeting 
by Mr. Mark Lee Dickson and budget meeting; public has a right to know where 
the Board stands on issues 

- Cora Lee Testerman of Moore St/Independence – Supports Sanctuary Ordinance 
- Elizabeth Jones of Elk Creek Pkwy/Elk Creek – Supports life – supports Sanctuary 

Ordinance 
- Rex Neugent of Hidden Valley Ln/Independence – Supports Sanctuary Ordinance 
- Darin Brannock of Peaks Mountain Rd/Galax – turned in petitions with 118 

signatures in support of the ordinance (24 of those signatures are out of the 



County) – request public hearing be moved to a sooner date – we will give an 
account good or bad for our decisions 

- Rebecca Montgomery of Hillcrest Ave/Independence – pro-life – supports the 
ordinance - requested the Board move the public hearing to a sooner date  

- Bepa Kafka of Sugar Camp Ln/Independence – noted a respect for Mr. Spurlin 
and his response – most changes have to be at the state level – wanted some 
support from the county – a lot of illegal misuse – law fails in protecting the 
citizens – work with VDACS and DEQ – spoke with VDH, new study needs to be 
done – wants to live where everyone can farm 

- Candice Stevenson of Hines Branch Rd/Elk Creek – grows organic – need studies 
done – no accountability on people spraying – no one is following up – showed a 
photo from 1939 of planted Christmas trees with cattle grazing in between the 
trees, then showed a picture of copper colored trees which are planted too close 
which causes pests/diseases – toxins are everywhere – VDH health study is 
inaccurate – pesticide test are not done 

- Sedena Zukowlski of Sandy Knoll/Independence –pro-life – supports ordinance 
- Nona Greer of Nichols Drive/Independence – pro-life – supports ordinance – all 

life is important 
- LuAnn Manley of Fox Mill Rd/Mouth of Wilson – pro-life – supports ordinance for 

the unborn 
- John Manley of Fox Mill Rd/Mouth of Wilson – never had the opportunity to save 

a life – now the Board can – vote to make Grayson County an unborn sanctuary 
- David E. Moxley of Fulton Rd/Independence – for sanctuary of the unborn – 

consider moving the public hearing date up 
- Russell Hollifield of Panorama Ln/Independence – do the right thing – stand up 

for life/faith – strong men stand up for unborn 
- Laura George of Oracle Summit Circle/Independence – representing the other 

faiths - Ordinance is being proposed for religious reasons – ordinance violates 
the Dillon Rule and violates the Constitution – encourages the Board to not to 
touch this – wise to postpone the hearing as Virginia Law would not allow this to 
be approved now 

- Milan Foster of Elk Creek – believes child abortion is pre-meditated murder – 
requests  the Board pass the Sanctuary for the unborn 

- Vanessa Hollifield of Panorama Ln/Independence – stands for the unborn - 
supports the Sanctuary for the Unborn – raising my family here  

- Chase Hensdell of Silver Hill Rd/Independence – supports Sanctuary for the 
Unborn – need to look out for the kids and his generation 

- Mitchell Cornett of Grayson Pkwy/Independence – the Board voted to schedule 
a public hearing a month ago and was not transparent with the public – not right 
having the public hearing in December which is after the election – am pro-life 

- Mike Montgomery of Hillcrest Ave/Independence – asked Board to reconsider 
delaying the public hearing concerning the Ordinance for the Sanctuary for the 
Unborn – doesn’t believe the citizens of the County are divided on this issue – 



delaying public hearing is completely needless – the issue of abortion is now – 
urged Board to pass the ordinance 

- David Osborne of Mountain View Rd/Independence – thanked the Board for 
their service to the community – in counting tonight the people that has spoke 
tonight along with the petitions filed there is 149-2 voices for the Ordinance for 
the  Sanctuary for the Unborn – County Attorney now has the ordinance – one 
Board member can now make the motion to move this forward to July or August 
(Supervisor Anderson can’t because he’s the descending vote and Supervisor 
Hash can’t because he’s the moderator) and another member can second the 
motion and bring it to a vote – silence took place – have opportunity when Board 
comes out of public comment – fear God or fear man – public in attendance 
stood along with Supervisor Anderson 

 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Ivey.  
Supervisor Anderson spoke and stated “understands that since I was the descending 
vote, I can’t make the motion but I stood with you because I was voted by you and will 
continue to stand with you”.  Motion to adjourn passed 3-2.   


	IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS

