
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 



 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
March 9, 2023 
 
 
Members attending in person:  Michael S. Hash, John S. Fant, Kenneth R. Belton, R. Brantley Ivey, 
and Tracy A. Anderson. 
 
Staff attending in person:  Mitchell L. Smith and Linda C. Osborne 
 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 

Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Ivey.  Motion carried 5-0. 

IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING(S) 

None 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Mrs. Vicky Keesling Novack, Director, Grayson County Day Report, gave the following bi-annual 
update: 

ASSIGNEES IN FY2023 
• Since July 151 , 2022, the following have entered the programs listed . 

• Day Report Clients: 11 
• Recover y Court:   12 
• First Offender Clients: 32 

ACTIVE ASSIGNEES 
• The following is a list of active clients in each progra m. 

• Day Report Clien ts: 7 
• Recovery Court: 10 
• First Offender Clients:  

ASSIGNEE REMOVALS IN FY2023 
• The following is a list if clients removed  from the progra ming during 

FY2023. 
• Day Report Clients: 1 
• Recovery Court: 1 
• First Offender Clients: 7 

 



ASSIGNEE COMPLETIONS IN FY2023 
• The following is a list of clients that com pleted each program in FY2023 . 

• Day Report Clients: 2 
• Recovery Court: 8 
• First Offender Clients: 4 

OFFENSES FOR ACTIVE OFFENDERS (some have multiple counts) 

• -Possess with Intent to Distribute Schedule II Drug 

• -Conspire to Distribute a Schedule II Drug 

• -Distribution of a Schedule II Drug 

• -Possession of a Schedule II drug 

• -Violation of Probation 

• -Possession of a firearm by convicted felon 

• -Driving Suspended 
 

AGENCIES CURRENTLY BEING SERVED BY COMMUNITY SERVICE WORKERS 
• -City of Galax 

• -Town of Independence 

• -Fries Fire and Rescue 

• -Grayson County Parks and Recreation 

• -Grayson County GATE Center 

• -Grayson Coun y Courthouse 

• - Independence R e s c ue  Squad 

• -Push Ministries 

• -HOPE Dealers 

• -Rooftop 
 

FINANCIAL FOR SECOND QUARTER FY2020 
• YTD jail-days saved: 
• YTD jail savings amount: 
• YTD NET SAVINGS amount: 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
• Income I Expense Spreadsheet 
• Jail-Days Saved Chart 
• Financial and jail days saved trend analysis 

 
 



 

 

 



 
 

 
To achieve better results, Mrs. Novack noted that transportation is an issue, 
testing/evaluations/drug screens/treatments, applying for grant money and hopefully that will 
help tremendously. Supervisor Fant invited Mrs. Novack to the next meeting for the Grayson 
County Senior Advisory Committee.  Mr. smith noted that this is a great program and is saving 
the county money. 
 
Susan Patrick, Ph.D., Director of Childhood Success, and Crystal Rasnake, Childhood Success 
Outreach Coordinator, of United Way, gave the following presentation: 

• Representing the Childcare Task Force team who met last week – good turn out with a lot 
of people concerned about childcare for this region – 2019 a childcare assessment was 
completed for Grayson County. 
- People need childcare so they can work 
- 31% gap nationwide in available childcare and what’s needed – only serving about 

20% in Grayson County that need to be served with an 11% gap in the state of Virginia 
- Focus around building infrastructure that will protect the young families to keep them 

in our region and keep them working 
- Grayson County had a Community Health Assessment completed in 2022 with 

childcare showing as the number 1 problem in the county 
- Currently have 130 children that can be served in the county with 680 children ages 

0-5 – includes head start and early head start programs, VPI – public programs and/or 
preschool programs, 1 religiously exempt center and 1 family day home – all of these 
are licensed centers that are regulated by the state 

- The Governor has announced the expectation of expanding the Mixed Delivery Project 
(this uses a blend of federal and state funding to provide publicly funded slots in 
childcare centers).  This program has been offered the last 2 years in Grayson County, 
free to parents, currently serving 15 children at Igniting Futures Academy which is in 
partnership with Rooftop of Virginia which is bringing in approximately $150,000 to 
the community. The biggest obstacle is space, there is no place that they can call home 
permanently.  

- Asking Grayson County for support of this program – a permanent building, any kind 
of funding available to help renovate a space – need help investing in early education 



– data shows a possible 13% return on investing in high quality education programing 
at an early age. 

- Rooftop and Igniting futures have been working hard to find a building – rates are 
increasing – there is money to sustain the program, just need a building 

- Currently in Grayson County 130 children under the age of 5 are being served whether 
it’s in a head start center, school building, pre-k, day home or at religious center – 
income cap is under 200% of the poverty line or if a child has a disability or if they 
meet other criteria.   

- Family Day Home (VQB5) – licensed by the state and have to follow a curriculum  
- Anyone caring for kids, please have them get in touch with United Way  
- Short need is a building by July 1, 2023; long term need is $21,000 enough to sustain 

in home care – for in home it’s hard to sustain because they aren’t business minded – 
start up expenses might be a deterrent – they do have a Family Day In Home Boot 
Camp (series of trainings to get started).   

- Mr. Smith noted that staff is looking for a building 
 

 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 
 

• Resolution – Intent to Abandon Portion of Camp Dickenson Lane from Secondary Road 
System of state highways – Mrs. Jada Black, Director of Planning & Community 
Development, read the resolution (listed below) and explained that a copy will be sent to 
VDOT Transportation – signs will be posted along this section of the road for 30 days, if 
no comments are received for a public hearing, it will proceed on with the abandonment 
through VDOT. Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Belton. Roll call vote as follows:  Tracy A. Anderson – aye; John S. Fant – aye; R. Brantley 
Ivey – aye; Kenneth R. Belton – aye; Michael S. Hash – aye.   

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
Attest:  ____________________________ 
     Mitchell L. Smith, Deputy Clerk 
 Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
 

• Road Abandonment Request for Dixie Road 
Mrs. Black, Director of Planning & Community Development, addressed the Board and explained 
Mrs. Margit West contacted her requesting Dixie Road abandonment – this part of Rt. 756 has 
not been serviced by the county for a number of years and is not even recognizable as a former 
road, abandoned road, or just a field trail (Dixie Road runs into Cornerstone Road).  With recent 
rains and storms, it’s triggered massive run-offs from both roads and has caused heavy erosion 
on the properties which cannot be repaired until the road has been legally abandoned. Supervisor 
Ivey made the motion to direct staff to move forward; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 

• BOARD APPOINTMENTS  
Board of Supervisors – Clerk – appoint Stephen A. Boyer as Clerk 
Board of Supervisors – Deputy Clerk – appoint Mitchell L. Smith as Deputy Clerk 
Rec Park Advisory Committee – 3yr term – Providence District – Appoint James H.D. Young, Jr to 
fill the remainder of term vacated by Elizabeth Carico – term ends 12/31/23 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to accept all three (3) appointments; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Anderson.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
• Request for a public hearing for establishing a Grayson County Wired Authority – Tom 

Revels 
Mr. Revels addressed the Board and noted that County Management requests the Board of 
Supervisors authorize a public hearing to be conducted at the April 13, 2023 board meeting 
regarding the establishment of a Wireless Authority with: 
 The goal of the County’s Communication Infrastructure Plan is to provide reliable and 

redundant service assets to support: 
 Universal citizen access to broadband internet services 
 Reliable cellular services county wide 
 State of the art 911 communication capabilities to support law enforcement, EMS, 

and Fire personnel 
 Allow the County to partner with vendors to design and deploy new technology solutions 

to augment existing service providers 
 To have greater access to grant funds provided by private, State and Federal sources 
 Flexibility in utilizing grant funds to offset cost of installation of various service providers 



 No additional county personnel will be required to establish: 
 Current county project manager will serve in the same role 
 Current Board of Supervisors will serve as the initial Board of the proposed 

authority 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Ivey.  Discussion took 
place – information will be pushed out to everyone (Facebook, local paper) – anyone can call Mr. 
Revels with any questions – county has been a part of the Wired Road for several years, which 
will help us access additional funding – will be brought before the Broadband Committee later 
this month.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Smith gave the following report: 
 Wednesday, February 15:  Burning Law in effect through Sunday, April 30, 2023 – more 

information can be found on the Virginia Department of Forestry at www.dof.virginia.gov 
 Saturday, March 11:  Public trash drop at the Public Works facility will move to the east 

side of the building for Saturday trash drop off only – the electronic gate openers have 
been installed 

 Friday, March 31 & Saturday, April 1, 2023:  Legends of Grayson Old-Time Weekend will 
be held at the 1908 Courthouse in Independence – for more information, contact Tourism 
at 276-773-8002 

 April 1:  Rec Park Easter Egg Hunt will take place – prizes will be included 
 Saturday, April 1: Household Hazardous Waste Collection & Personal Document 

Shredding will be held from 8am-11am in Galax and from 1pm-4pm at the Grayson County 
Public Works Department in Independence – information is on county website and 
facebook 

 August 10 – 12:  Grayson County Ag Fair will be held – contact Lyndsie Young at 276-773-
2471 ext. 146 for more information 

 September 9 – 10: The 2nd Annual Ag & Art Adventure will be held – if you are a farmer or 
an artist and would like to participate, contact Tracy Cornett at 276-773-8002 for more 
information – a bus tour will also be available 

 
A recess was taken and 6:50pm and the meeting was called back to order at 7:00pm. 
 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
As presented. 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Betsy Shearin, Independence, VA:  spoke on the proposed multi-use building be 

transparent regarding meetings taking place  
 Lynn Weekly, Independence, VA:  spoke on being for the Sanctuary City for the Unborn 

Children  
 Joan Weaver, Galax, VA:  Manager for Igniting Center – Manager for the Igniting Futures 

Childcare Center – community needs childcare – please support this program 

http://www.dof.virginia.gov/


 Louis Phelps – Mouth of Wilson, VA – spoke in favor of Sanctuary City for the Unborn 
 Kenneth Scott – Elk Creek, VA – spoke on the multi-use building, concerned about the 

location of the building, impairs his view, need to utilize rest of Elk Creek (Elementary 
School/Gym), put building at the circle, not right behind his house; need more information 
on usage 

 Bill Carrico, Fries, VA – Sanctuary City for the Unborn is an important issue and we need 
to choose life; Supreme Court didn’t ban abortion, states have the rights now to set those 
guidelines on how abortions are handled 

 Daniel Meineke, Galax, VA – Childcare programs are important and hopes Grayson County 
can support it; thanked United Way for their support; program has to survive 

 Laura George, Independence, VA – spoke on religious freedom (1st Amendment) and all 
faiths not being represented – proud to live in the United States of America/Virginia and 
we can believe what we want to believe – hopes this Board will not move into the arena 
of religion 

 Ralph Tuggle, Independence, VA – for Sanctuary for the Unborn – asked Board to give fair 
consideration 

 Ann Rose, Independence, VA – spoke on unanticipated revenue, Wildwood, Grayson 
Industrial Park, TC Airport, Mt. Rogers School Project, Baywood, Fries, Independence 
Farmers Market, and multi-use facility, priorities 

 Jill Burcham of PUSH Ministeries, Galax, VA – Outreach ministry for those coming out of 
prison, homeless, etc.  Spoke about a re-entry program and the challenges with prisoners 
being dropped off at different places – not enough drivers to get them to court 
appointments – need gas money – help on places for them to stay  

 Tabitha Rector, Galax, VA - supports potential ordinance for Sanctuary County for Unborn   
 Ann Walker, Elk Creek, VA – requesting Gem Stream road to be paved and become a 2 

lane road – road is a safety issue 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
None 
 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(3) of the 
Code of Virginia involving county land; duly seconded by Supervisor Anderson.  Motion carried 
5-0. 
 
Supervisor Ivey made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on the 9th day 
of March 2023, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with provision of the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 



Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of Supervisors 
that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of 
each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open 
meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to which this 
certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as were identified in 
the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or considered by the Board of 
Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as follows:  Tracy A. Anderson – I so 
certify; John S. Fant – I so certify; R. Brantley Ivey – I so certify; Kenneth R. Belton – I so certify; 
Michael S. Hash – I so certify.   
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
Supervisor Ivey made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.   Motion carried 
5-0. 
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