
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 
 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
March 10, 2022 
 
 
Members attending in person:  Michael S. Hash, John S. Fant, Kenneth R. Belton and 
Tracy A. Anderson.  R. Brantley Ivey was absent. 
 
Staff attending in person:  William L. Shepley, Mitchell L. Smith, Leesa A. Gayheart, Carl 
H. Caudill, II and Linda C. Osborne.  County Attorney, Stephen Durbin, attended as well. 
 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 

Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 4-0.  Supervisor Hash then read the 
meeting decorum. 

IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING 
 Public hearing to receive public comment(s) on the adoption of a proposed 

ordinance entitled “An Ordinance Redistricting Grayson County to Establish 
Boundary Lines for Each Election District; to Name Each Election District; to 
Provide for Election Precincts in Each Election District; to Establish Boundary 
Lines for Each Election Precinct; and to Establish Polling Places in Each Election 
Precinct.”  The proposed changes are being considered as a result of the 2020 
decennial census and in accordance with Va. Code Sections 24.2-125 et seq. and 
24.2-311 et seq. 

Supervisor Anderson made the motion to open the public hearing as stated; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 4-0.  Mr. Durbin, County Attorney, then 
addressed the Board with a summary:  prepared and advertised for the public hearing 
an ordinance which would rebalance the electoral districts within Grayson County in 
order to comply with the requirements of the Virginia law and constitution.  As 
proposed, the electoral boundaries would not change except for the changes proposed 
to the Wilson District and the Elk Creek District which is due to the population shifts 
over the past ten (10) years which was delayed a year due to the Coronavirus.  Due to 



shifts in population, the Elk Creek District is much larger than the target population and 
the Wilson District is lower therefore boundary line would need to be moved.  
Proposing to move the boundary line for the Wilson District towards Independence to 
rebalance the population.  In addition to the proposed election district changes, also 
proposing to reduce the number of voting precincts and polling places in the County.  
Based on feedback from some members of the board and administration after 
advertising, an option has also been prepared for the redistricting without changing the 
precincts or polling places.  Mr. Durbin noted that due to the time constraints, we have 
submitted an application to the Attorney General’s office for pre-clearance and another 
public hearing is not necessary – just this public hearing is all that’s needed.  Mr. Durbin 
noted as long as the County is complying with the voting rights act it is up to the County 
to make the decision.  The redistricting is done every ten (10) years and the polling 
locations and renaming the districts can be changed at a later date by holding a public 
hearing as long as it’s not done within sixty (60) days of an election.  Supervisor Hash 
stated to the audience that if you are here to speak and know you are with a group, to 
have a spokesperson for that group speak in the interest of the group to save time.  Mrs. 
Sarah Osborne, Chair of the Grayson County Electoral Board, then addressed the Board 
noted that their main focus is fair and secure voting.  Mrs. Osborne noted that the 
Electoral Board reassessed the options and came up with two (2) other options – Option 
3 – would make a precinct for Flatridge and Comers Rock combined (located in Comers 
Rock) – Western District would still have Mt. Rogers precinct, Grant precinct and Bridle 
Creek precinct; maintain a Fries precinct and a Providence precinct.  Option 6 – would 
be the Flatridge/Comers Rock precinct on the Eastern side.  Mrs. Osborne noted that the 
citizens that are being moved out of the Elk Creek District to the Wilson District will vote 
at the Bridle Creek precinct.  Mrs. Osborne noted that it costs approximately $3,000 per 
precinct and also noted turn out and cost for each facility including rental fees, fuel 
costs, per election data processing fees, etc. could be eliminated - looking to be 
proactive instead of reactive.  Mrs. Osborne also noted more election workers are 
needed and sent around a signup sheet for the public in attendance noting that training 
takes place yearly and they are paid mileage along with being paid for election day.  
Mrs. Osborne then noted some of the issues with some of the precincts regarding 
decent cell service, etc.  Concerns regarding the changes in polling locations are valid – 
Mrs. Osborne noted there are more ways to vote now than in the past which includes 
early voting and mail-in voting even though geography hurts us.  Supervisor Hash 
reminded the speakers who have signed up for the public hearing that they have three 
(3) minutes and then called on the following: 

o Larry Bolt/Independence – representing 126 other citizens – noted the following: 
leave all 15 precinct places open and district names as is – Mr. Bolt also noted 
that the redistricting and moving the lines only applies to the voting districts – it 
has nothing to do with the magisterial districts or land districts – the land will not 
be moving to another district.   

o Linda Wright/Elk Creek – currently works the polls; family legacy of serving the 
community; leave Comers Rock precinct. 



o JoAnn Gunter/Fries – representing citizens of Fries (201 citizens) requesting the 
Fries precinct not be moved from the Town of Fries 

o Brian Walls/Mouth of Wilson – Citizens in the Wilson district is not being 
represented; geography must be taken into consideration; suggested increasing 
the districts from five (5) to seven (7) – loosing a precinct will not help 

o Earl Cherry/ Elk Creek – Located on the edge of Wilson district and understands 
the redistricting; unfair to make people travel so far, places an undue burden on 
everyone.  Wished Supervisor Ivey could have been present at the meeting. 

o Nancy Hawks/Fries – didn’t speak – represented by Ms. Gunter 
o Larry Fowler/Fries – Places a lot of hardship on the Fries citizens – instead of 

going to the school, they will have to go the other way which is a disaster at the 
voter’s expense. 

o Brenda Cruiser/Elk Creek – Expressed concerns traveling 45 minutes to vote. 
Gloria Price, Secretary of the Electoral Board noted that they only have three (3) officers 
of elections for the Town of Fries, and they need six (6) and there is eight (8) precincts 
that they do not have workers for.  
Supervisor Hash then read comments that were either emailed or called into the office 
from the following: 

o Fred Kirby/Fries – Moving the polling location would be detrimental to a lot of 
citizens; a lot walk to the polls; some are disabled; traveling would hinder them 

o Martha Brewer/Independence – opposition to closure of some polling locations 
and also opposed to the name change for the districts 

o Brandon Boyles/GCWA – opposes closure of some polling locations and name 
change for the districts 

o Tim/Marcia Sutherland/Elk Creek – opposes moving her voting place to Grayson 
Highlands school which is close to 30 miles from home. 

o Kim Baughman/Elk Creek – opposes closure of some of the polling locations 
o Brian Billings/Elk Creek – elimination of several voting location doesn’t make 

sense – folks take pride in showing up in person to vote 
o Heather Cole/Elk Creek – concerned with distance to travel to vote 

Supervisor Belton made the motion to close the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 4-0.  Supervisor Fant suggested doing a process to 
address the redistricting and polling locations.  Mr. Durbin addressed the Board and 
explained in order to expedite this for the mailings to go out the citizens, the submission 
has been made to the Attorney General’s office based on the ordinance that was 
advertised – it would not prevent us from changing the ordinance tonight which he 
would issue a supplement explaining the difference along with a copy of what the Board 
decides to adopt tonight – as long as we are not exceeding the scope of changes that 
were advertised, it shouldn’t delay consideration by the Attorney General.  One of the 
alternatives is to go with what was advertised and the other alternative is to make a 
polling place change (Elk Creek district to Wilson district); another option would be to 
change one (1) polling place at Grant.  Supervisor Anderson made the following motion:  
we do not close any precincts or implement name changes; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Belton.  Discussion then took place, and the Board thanked the Electoral Board for doing 



their job.  Roll call vote as follows:  Tracy A. Anderson – aye; John S. Fant – aye; Kenneth 
R. Belton – aye; Michael S. Hash – aye.  Motion carried 4-0.  Mr. Durbin then suggested a 
vote regarding the second version of the ordinance redistricting which is those voters in 
the Elk Creek election district be transferred to the Wilson election district shall vote in 
the Bridle Creek election district and the polling place for the Grant precinct shall be at 
the Grayson Highlands School. Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve the 
redistricting Ordinance with the noted recommended changes by the County Attorney, 
Mr. Steve Durbin; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Discussion took place – Comers 
Rock precinct not closing; Elk Creek district that’s moving to the Wilson district are not 
able to vote at the Comers Rock precinct, they will have to vote at the Bridle Creek 
precinct otherwise per Mr. Durbin it would split a census block which is not allowed 
based on the redistricting rules; adding a precinct.  Mr. Durbin restated the changes:  
keep all precincts and voting locations that are currently in existence with the two (2) 
following exceptions which are those voters residing in the Elk Creek election district 
and transferred to the Wilson district as a result of this Ordinance shall hereafter vote in 
the Bridle Creek precinct and the polling place for the Grant precinct shall hereafter vote 
at the Grayson Highlands School.  Mr. Durbin also noted that the motion on the floor 
wouldn’t change any of the election districts – it only changes the boundary lines of the 
redistricting and then the two (2) changes regarding the precincts as he stated.  Roll call 
vote as follows:  Tracy A. Anderson – aye; John S. Fant – aye; Kenneth R. Belton – aye; 
Michael S. Hash – aye.  Motion carried 4-0.  Supervisor Fant made a motion to direct 
administration to work with registrar’s office to review the process and procedures for 
the polling stations/precincts within the next sixty (60) days and come back with 
possible recommended changes; duly seconded by Supervisor Anderson.  Roll call vote 
as follows:  Tracy A. Anderson – aye; John S. Fant – aye; Kenneth R. Belton – aye; 
Michael S. Hash – aye.  Motion carried 4-0.  Ordinance listed below. 
 

 

 



 

   

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
The Board took a break at 7:32 p.m. and the meeting resumed at 7:45 p.m. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 

 



 G.A.T.E. Center – Lyndsie Young, Ag-Economic Development Director, addressed 
the Board and thanked them for their time in allowing them to give an update on 
the Commercial Kitchen at the GATE Center 
Rebekah Roberts, Facility Manager, G.A.T.E. Center gave the following 
presentation: 

o Utilization of the Center since August 2021  
 Conference Room has been utilized 129 times 
 Commercial Kitchen has been utilized 47 times 
 Utilized mostly by County Departments – VT Extension; GC 

Tourism; Ag Advisory Committee; Ag Fair Foundation; Senior 
Advocacy; CPMT; DSS; Employee holiday dinner; Administrative 
meetings; River North Correctional; Emergency Services; 
Reassessment Hearing/Appeals 

o Monies Generated 
 The monies we have generated from paid individuals as of August 

2021 is $345.00 
 Value of all uses would be approximately $9,860  

o Additional use of the Commercial Kitchen & Conference Room 
 Land Care; GCHS Culinary students; Homeowners Association of 

Point Look Out; Land Crafted Foods/Grayson Natural Farms; 
Individual events & baking; sample cater – Chef Angela Biram 

o Target Clientele for Facility 
 Conference Room – Educational organizations associated with our 

school (Boy Scouts of America, Girl Scouts of America, 4-H, FFA); 
Business start up for individuals; Serv Safe Classes; Partnering 
with SBDC 

 Commercial Kitchen – Educational seminars; culinary arts 
techniques; business startup kitchen recipients; health awareness 
seminars; resources for starting/growing your business for 
increased production and sales 

 
Sara Price, Environmental Health Supervisor, Mt. Rogers Health District 
addressed the Board and touched on the rules and regulations for the GATE 
Center and the five (5) biggest risk factors in food service which are: (1) 
approved source (2) employee health & hygiene (3) proper cook temps (4) 
proper holding temps and (5) cross contamination.  Due to COVID-19 the kitchen 
didn’t get to be utilized.  Ms. Price then introduced the new local health 
inspector, Cassie Wiggins and will be based at the Independence Health 
Department.  Ms. Price noted they need control/access over the permitted 
facility and anytime the facility is in use, you have a person in charge who is food 
safety trained and is controlling everything that’s going on in the kitchen – 
general public unsupervised is not allowed in there.  Clear guidelines for the 
facility is not always being done.  Suggested to empower Ms. Roberts a little 
more and have staff address that with her position.  Mr. Shepley noted that Ms. 



Roberts helps us to follow the rules.  Ms. Roberts noted it’s more of an 
educational issue as well on what the commercial kitchen is all about plus it’s not 
a community kitchen and folks need to understand the difference.  Ms. Roberts 
noted that she would like the Board to be more informed on what can/cannot be 
done in the commercial kitchen. 
 
Mr. Kevin Spurlin, Extension Office – Ag & Natural Resources Agent addressed 
the Board by zoom and noted they came before the Board tonight to raise 
awareness for the facility.  The Kitchen/Conference Center was to support 
Economic Development, particularly the Ag sector and general Economic 
Development which was written into the grant documents that was submitted to 
the Tobacco Commission and USDA and we were awarded $170,300 combined.  
What we have is unique and we don’t want to jeopardize the commercial 
kitchen. We’ve had a lot of support from the Tobacco Commission, USDA Rural 
Development, Virginia Tech Innovation Program, Sandy Stoneman and with all 
these partners working together and utilizing the facility and stay true to 
purpose.  Mr. Spurlin noted that the general awareness of the Board and the 
kitchen has only been opened since September 2021 and it was opened in the 
off season.  Marketing the facility has begun – rack cards out now out and 
Rebekah is in the process of distributing.  Mr. Spurlin noted that a new door will 
be installed in the next few weeks which allows another exit from the 
conference room to the outside and a wall will be installed between the 
bathrooms and the kitchen – that way the kitchen can be locked off from the 
conference room. 

 
IN RE:  OLD BUSINESS 
 
 Public Works – Trash Collection Options at Site 

 
Mr. Jonathan Luper, Director of Public Works, addressed the Board regarding the 
concerns regarding trash collection on Wednesday/Saturday at the public works facility.  
Installing a privacy fence on gates and fence at the collection site and they are still 
waiting on this to arrive.   Recommends moving the collection on Saturday to the east 
side of the building – this option is sustainable only if the entrance/exit gates at the 
facility can be operated remotely.  When the public is allowed to access a working lot, 
the assumption is when the gates are open, the dump is open, therefore gate openers 
are essential to restrict access when trash is not being accepted – this would require 
power to that area and employees would help do the work.  This additional unbudgeted 
cost may exceed $27,000.  Mr. Luper also noted that he would like to add pedestals in to 
plug into their trucks in the wintertime which is not included in the above cost.  One of 
the concerns is the entrance/exit for VDOT – right now the vision is to keep it where it’s 
at until a better alternative is found – open to another location if one could be found.  
Discussion took place regarding extending the hours to make it more available to others 
at a distance – hours are Wednesday, 8am-12 noon and Saturday, 8am-12 noon.  



Discussion also took place regarding reducing the amount of trash that we send to the 
landfill.  Mr. Luper also noted that plastic is still being done 24/7 and a little more 
recycling is being recycled.  Mr. Smith noted that Mr. Luper has to move the bin to the 
other side of the building on either Saturday afternoon or Sunday morning – if the 
electronic gates are put in, Mr. Luper wouldn’t have to make the trip to the facility to 
move the dumpers on the weekend. 
 
 Feasibility Study – Sheriff Department 

 
Mr. Shepley explained that a few months ago Administration spoke with Sheriff Richard 
Vaughan to work with Administration to do a feasibility study (listed below) to help 
project personnel needs and how they operate.  Sheriff Vaughan recommended Crime 
Prevention Center for Training and Services LLC.  Mr. Shepley recommends giving the 
Sheriff permission to proceed with the feasibility study – Sheriff Vaughan will fund this 
study.  Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Anderson.  Motion carried 4-0.  

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 
 
 Proclamation – Rixey’s Market 

 
Mr. Shepley read the proclamation  (listed below).   

 

 

 

 



 Mt. Rogers School Kitchen Items 
 
Mr. Shepley read the letter from Mr. Ralph Norris, Mt. Rogers Fire/Rescue Captain and 
Ronnie Richardson, President, which requesting that the County authorize the Mt. 
Rogers Fire and Rescue Department enter the Mt. Rogers Combined School building to 
remove several items from the old kitchen.  Specifically, they request the County donate 
the warming oven and the stainless-steel table and counter tops to their organization.  
They would like to move these items to the Fire/Rescues station in Whitetop to improve 
their food preparation area that is used for the three (3) festivals they sponsor each 
year.  If the request is approved, their organization will provide the manpower and tools 
needed to remove the items.  Administration spoke with the County attorney, Mr. Steve 
Durbin, and it is permissible for the County to do this as a charitable donation.  
Supervisor Fant made the motion; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 
4-0. 
 
 Surplus – County Administration & Public Works 

Mr. Shepley explained the County has a 2007 Jeep Commander (VIN 1469) with 
approximately 155,470 miles – vehicle has transmission issues, a rusty frame & will not 
pass inspection.  Public Works has a 1997 Jeep Cherokee (VIN 3247) with approximately 
153,300 miles – will not pass inspection and has water pump issues as well.  Public 
Works has a 1998 Jeep Cherokee (VIN 6218) with approximately 197,726 miles – vehicle 
will not pass inspection and has suspension issues as well.  Supervisor Fant made the 
motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Anderson.  Motion carried 4-0 
 

 Large Item 2022 Schedule 
 

Information item – schedule listed below 

 

 
 
 



 
 State of Emergency 

 
Mr. Shepley noted that Administration is recommending the end of the state of 
emergency that was put in place March 2020 due to COVID-19 and read the resolution 
(listed below).  Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Anderson.  Discussion took place on how this affects us now operation wise 
and Mr. Durbin noted that having a continuity of government ordinance in place it 
would end the continuity of government that is in place – under the Freedom of 
Information Act, still have flexibility for remote participation meetings provided there is 
a quorum physically present and the remote participant can be heard by the public.  Roll 
call vote as follows:  Tracy A. Anderson – Aye; John S. Fant – Aye; Kenneth R. Belton – 
Aye; and Michael S. Hash – Aye.  Motion carried 4-0.  Mr. Shepley also thanked Mr. Paul 
Hoyle, Emergency Services Director and all the volunteers during COVID. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Board Appointments 
 
Board of Equalization 

• Reece Sage (Wilson District) – unable to serve – Mr. Shepley read a letter from Mr. Larry 
Bolt, Commissioner of Revenue gave Mr. Shepley a letter stating that the Board of 
Equalization is currently waiting for the Board to appoint the 5th member for the 2022 
General Reassessment of Grayson County.  If a 5th member is not appointed, he is 
asking the Board if they will conclude that this year’s BOE will only be comprised of four 
(4) members.  Currently the already named members include one from each district in the 
County and he feels four (4) members would be fine.  As it stands now, they are looking 
at the meetings to be held toward the end of May and June.  Therefore, it’s imperative 
that by the end of tonight’s meeting, we have finalized the BOE members as this is very 
time sensitive.  Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve with the four (4) members; 
duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
 
Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) 5-year term 

• Ron Davis – term expires 3/11/22 – will continue to serve if it’s the Board’s pleasure 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  
Motion carried 4-0. 

 



 
Economic Development Authority (EDA) 
Mr. Shepley explained that each of the members have reached the end of their 1-year period 
served and have asked the current members if they wish to continue and some have stated they 
do.  In addition, some formal applications have been received by Administration and would like for 
the Board to also consider having at least 9 applicants for the 7 positions.  Staff will include the 
applications in the April board packet.  Supervisor Fant made the motion to table appointments to 
the next meeting; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 4-0. 

• Elisa Blevins – term expired 2/28/22 
• Justine Jackson-Ricketts – term expired 2/28/22 
• Joe Killon – term expired 2/28/22 
• Elizabeth Hash – term expired 2/28/22 
• Gary Rascoe – term expired 2/28/22 
• Chris Butler – term expired 2/28/22 

 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
William L. Shepley gave the following report: 
 Legends of Grayson will be held at the 1908 Courthouse on April 1 and April 2, 

2022 
 Successful Ag Awards Banquet – approximately 120 attended.  Thanked Lyndsie 

Young and all who had a part making it a successful event 
 CenturyLink update:  SCC held a hearing on 2/23/22 and dozens of counties 

throughout Virginia were able to express their concerns at this hearing.  A link 
was posted on the county Facebook page to allow citizens to submit their 
concerns as well.  Buckingham County Supervisor, Jordan Miles, spoke at the 
hearing and included Grayson County’s overall concerns and disappointment in 
service in his presentation.  Over the course of tow days, the same issues with 
unreliable service, poor customer service, and public safety concerns were 
shared by everyone that participated.  Everyone is hopeful that pressure is put 
on CenturyLink 

 Broadband update:  as of 2/28, Section 8 - 7.1 miles to Volney is complete; 
Section 11 – Skyline to Galax, 3.43 miles is 19% complete; Section 12 – 
Independence to Riverside is 25% complete.  Excited to get broadband to the 
county and we are pushing our provider to speed up the process and they have 
hired a group called LeadCorp to help them make it into reality.  The County will 
continue to meet with the leadership of GigaBeam and APCo.  Staff will talk with 
GigaBeam regarding Phase 1 and also about the non-fiber side (wireless) – if 
supplies are the issue for the fiber side, then now would be a good time to 
connect the wireless. 

Anderson:  are we done with the programs and updates, I have a question – 
informational 
Hash-referring to the update by Mr. Shepley? 
Anderson – yes 
Hash-do you have a question? 
Anderson – yes I do have a question and it’s concerning the Baywood project – I came 
over here last week after we approved the 1.4M and it was my understanding that we had 



less than $400K set aside for phase 1 – my question is and was, where are we getting the 
difference for that project? 
Bill – it’s coming from several sources – Mrs. Gayheart would you like to tell them – 
we’ve discussed this intensively – relay that to them our anticipated access to those funds 
would come from 
Leesa – I’m sorry – not prepared but we do have a community development fund that is 
part of our fund balance that has over $300K – at the end of this fiscal year we will have 
over $400k in actual project funds; we have some set aside from capital improvement, of 
course that is to be shared with other projects that are ongoing, so we have almost $1M; 
the other $400K we are actively seeking grant funding for that 
Anderson – so has there been an increase in that original bid since the $1.4M I 
understand because of inflation of cost of materials, can you tell us  
Bill – sure it went from $1.46 to $1.5 
Anderson – the next question along those lines, who is negotiating the lease with Tri-
Area Health 
Bill – who individually 
Anderson –who is negotiating the lease 
Bill – the county would be doing that as we move forward with it – the county and our 
legal counsel and Tri-Area 
Anderson – those were questions that I had and I was deferred to the project planner, 
don’t know his exact title if he’s the planner of if he’s the consultant but he was asked to 
be here tonight, he agreed to be here tonight when I asked the Chair to add him to our 
closed session cause we could ask more detailed questions but it’s my understanding 
somebody I guess has advised differently that’s not allowing him to be here tonight.  I 
don’t know the circumstances of why he’s not here but understand there was a meeting 
earlier today and he was discouraged, I’m guessing I don’t know, I wasn’t privy to the 
meeting, from being here to answer questions and the first meeting we had he was 
scheduled to be here and was asked not to be here, so it’s just raising a lot of red flags 
and concerns that I have  towards this project because as we are in this economy and this 
stuff keeps increasing and like one of the, I know part of the bid and I don’t know the 
details but what are we going to do with the sewer if it’s in front of the building and 
we’re going to put a new parking lot around there and that’s not part of the $1.5M, 
there’s a lot of added cost that’s getting ready to come in there and maybe someone here 
can answer this, we were told we would need 3-phase wiring to be brought to the school 
and what’s the added cost for that, my understanding that wasn’t in the bid 
Bill – I would be glad to address all of that – I spoke to Bill Sturgill who is the project 
manager who reports to me and he indicated to me that he had no intention of coming to 
the meeting, asked me, said he would be glad to come if I wanted him to come and I said 
I have no reason for you to need to come.  We did a long discussion, and he wants me to 
share with the Board if it’s ok with the chairman 
Anderson (interrupted) – I have a text from him where I asked him if he could come and 
he said sure I can be there and I said I had talked with the chair we’ve got it on the 
schedule and I texted him then and gave that to him, I told the chair we’ve got this you 
know so he agreed to come so something’s happened between the day he agreed to come 
and address the full board in closed session, something has happened from that point, 



actually from 1 o’clock today, I don’t know what transpired today but I wanted to make 
that clarification and I’ve got the text right here 
Bill – let me be clear to you, I just told you what happened so there’s not anything 
mysterious, I simply talked to him on the telephone, and he asked me if he needs to come, 
and I said no he doesn’t need to come 
Anderson – excuse me, you said he had no intention of coming when I asked him to 
come, he was intending on coming 
Bill – he said he had no intention of coming 
Anderson – I’ve got the text contrary to what you are saying 
Hash – Mr. Shepley has made his statement and you’ve made your point so we will 
move on.  I will clarify as far as the chair I have not had a conversation you said he was 
willing to come you extended the invitation as chair I do not have subpoena to enforce 
him to come that was you you said he was coming so I fixed the opportunity 
Anderson – my point wasn’t pulling you into it in that context my point was when I was 
communicating with you about adding this to closed session he was on that very day I 
have a text he agreed to come he said he would come and speak to the full board and 
answer the questions because previous when I had Mr. Shepley ask for a list of questions 
and instead of getting a list of answers I got a list of people to contact to ask these 
questions, Mr. Belton you are one of them, when I asked about apco or the wiring that’s 
being for the 3phase wiring I was under the impression you would have that answer, not 
trying to pull you into this, I’m just saying  that was the conversation that we had 
Hash – without making disclosures I think the latter which you are addressing were to be 
discussed in closed session so  
Anderson – they were to be discussed with the planner, the project planner who’s not 
going to be in closed session, the purpose of having the closed session was to have the 
project planner come in and address the whole board and answer the questions.  My point 
is he agreed to that the day I talked to you, since then somebody has called him off, he 
didn’t come today. 
Hash – each one has made their statement 
Bill – Mr. Chairman since we were going to go into closed session to discuss this, I have 
quite a bit of information that shows really the lack of knowledge of what’s being said 
here that would counter what’s being said and I’d be glad to either share or whatever way 
you would want to handle that  
Hash – I think now the cats out of the bag, I prefer to follow the agenda 
Bill – yes sir   
 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented 
 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Pam Carpenter/ 341 S. Independence Ave/Independence/VA – Ms. Carpenter addressed 
the Board regarding the Board application that was sent to her earlier and a FOIA 
request back in November 2021. 



 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Hash requested a motion to go into close session as stated prior before the 
break the §2.2-3711(A)(7) should actually be listed as §2.2-3711(A)(8) for consultation 
advice from council regarding and economic development project; Supervisor Fant 
made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(1) of the Code of 
Virginia to discuss personnel matter and for consultation and briefings by legal counsel, 
consultants, or staff members pertaining to actual or probable litigation or other legal 
matters pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(7) of the Code of Virginia.; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
the 10th day of March 2022, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 
accordance with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Tracy A. Anderson – I so certify; John S. Fant – I so certify; Kenneth R. Belton – I 
so certify; Michael S. Hash – I so certify;  
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Anderson.   
Motion carried 4-0. 
 
 
 


	IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS
	Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 4-0.  Supervisor Hash then read the meeting decorum.
	IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING
	Supervisor Anderson made the motion to open the public hearing as stated; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 4-0.  Mr. Durbin, County Attorney, then addressed the Board with a summary:  prepared and advertised for the public hearing an ...

