
 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
July 8, 2021 
 
 
Members attending in person:  Kenneth R. Belton, Brenda R. Sutherland, Michael S. 
Hash, John S. Fant and Thomas R. Revels.   



 
Staff attending in person:  William L. Shepley, Mitchell L. Smith and Linda C. Osborne 
 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  OLD BUSINESS 

• Resolution – Emergency Operations Plan 
 
Mr. Paul Hoyle, Emergency Services Director, addressed the Board and explained there 
were some inconsistencies in wording in the Emergency Operation Plan and after 
looking at the plan word-for-word, he’s recommending the following changes: 

o On page 8, change wording from: Director of Emergency Management – The 
Director of Emergency Management shall be a member of the Board of 
Supervisors or the County Administrator….. to Director of Emergency 
Management – The Director of Emergency Management shall be the Chair of the 
Board of Supervisors….. 

o On page 30, change wording from: Grayson County Coordinator of Emergency 
Management to Grayson County Emergency Management Coordinator. 

Mr. Hoyle noted this resolution was approved at the last meeting (June 10, 2021) and 
Mr. Hoyle has just updated the wording in the Emergency Operations Plan.  Mr. Smith 
noted the resolution that was passed last month satisfied the State. 
 
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 
 

• Resolution – Grayson County Emergency Services 
 

Mr. Hoyle noted this is the same resolution that was presented to the Board last year 
and there are three (3) major reasons for the need of the resolution with the goal to 
have the County licensed as a non-ems transport agency  which are: 

(1) Allows us to have a County-wide operational medical director which would allow 
consistency between medical protocols and all agencies 

(2) Logistics – currently Mr. Hoyle can’t assist the agencies in purchasing medical 
equipment (currently can purchase non-medical equipment like masks/gloves) 
since we don’t have an operational emergency director – currently a physician is 
required to sign off on the purchase of medical equipment – this resolution 



would meet that guideline plus both these (#1 & #2) would meet part of our 
strategic plan 

(3) It’s inappropriate for Mr. Hoyle to affiliate with any one agency to practice 
medicine in the County, he can’t practice medicine even though he’s a 
paramedic – by acquiring an EMS license, that would allow him under conditions 
of a true emergency (ex: where no one else is available), he could respond to the 
call – all this came about due to an incident that arose with someone choking 
and an ALS provider within 30 minutes – Mr. Hoyle would like to be able to help 
as a last resort in extreme situations. 

This resolution is a prerequisite to applying to the state for an EMS license – they 
require the governing body approve the resolution.  Supervisor Fant inquired about 
preventing conflicts with other agencies and Mr. Hoyle responded that would be done 
through policies.  Mr. Shepley read the resolution (listed below).  Supervisor Hash made 
the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Roll call vote as follows:  
Brenda R. Sutherland – aye; John S. Fant – aye; Thomas R. Revels – aye; Michael S. Hash 
– aye; Kenneth R. Belton – aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

• Resolution & Certification – Mount Rogers School IRF Funding 
 
Mrs. Tracy Cornett, Tourism Economic Development Director, addressed the Board and 
explained this is a block grant through DHCD called Industrial Revitalization Funds (IRF) 
which is for revitalizing old schools.  By passing the resolution, which is a part of the 
application packet, shows the Board is in support of the County applying for this grant, 
managing the funds and supporting the project at Mount Rogers School.  Mr. Shepley 
then read the resolution (listed below).  Supervisor Revels made the motion to approve; 
duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Roll call vote as follows:  Brenda R. Sutherland – aye; 
John S. Fant – aye; Thomas R. Revels – aye; Michael S. Hash – aye; Kenneth R. Belton – 
aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 

 

 
 
Supervisor Fant inquired about who manages the IRF and Mrs. Cornett stated DHCD 
manages it and the application deadline is July 30, 2021.  Supervisor Belton inquired 
about Mr. Shepley being listed as the County Administrator to sign off on it and Mrs. 



Cornett noted that’s not a problem since we will either be awarded the grant or not and 
if we have to apply reapply at a later date, then another resolution would be required. 
 
 
 
 

• Board appointments 
 
Economic Development Authority (EDA) 

• Vacancy for one more member – need 1 member from Providence 
District or Oldtown District 

 
Grayson County Senior Advocacy Committee (GCSAC) 

• Vacancy 
 
Mt. Rogers Planning District Commission – Town of Fries Rep – 4yr term 

• Marie Isom’s term expired 6/30/21 and due to family obligations, she’s 
no longer interested in serving.  Mr. Steve Clark has been 
appointed/approved by the Fries Town Council to serve.  Supervisor Fant 
made the motion to approve Mr. Clark; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
Planning Commission – 4yr term 

• Vacancy – Providence District 
 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
William L. Shepley gave the following report: 
 Thanks Supervisor Hash for his years of service in Grayson/Galax law 

enforcement 
 Introduced Mrs. Lyndsie Young, Agriculture Economic Development Director, 

who is very self-motivated, a next generation farmer and her office is located in 
the G.A.T.E. Center 

 Mr. Paul Hoyle now has an office at the G.A.T.E. Center as well – currently have 1 
office left that would be available for incubator space 

 Roll-out of the conference room in the G.A.T.E. Center will be soon and are 
working to hire a part-time manger to run/schedule the kitchen and conference 
room 

 
 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented 



 
 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Supervisor Belton read a written public comment from Lisa Shaw of Peaks Mountain 
Road, Galax, Va regarding “fence out” law and asking for the law to be investigated.  
Written comment is on file in the County Administrator’s office.  Supervisor Fant has 
spoken with her and may be worth staff looking at this with the Ag department and he’s 
also spoken with Sheriff Vaughan regarding “fence in, fence out” and the Sheriff is 
compiling information regarding the number of calls he receives, etc. – he also stated 
that the law from Grayson County has been on the books for a long time and the Sheriff 
is limited on what he can do because of the way the law is in Grayson County. 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
Supervisor Fant noted that District III will be attend the Grayson County Senior Advocacy 
Committee on July 23, 2021, at 3:00 p.m. which will be held in the G.A.T.E. Center 
conference room.  The meeting will focus on transportation and options to expand 
transportation in Grayson County. 
 
None 
 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Sutherland made the motion to go into closed session for discussions relating 
to a personnel matter pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(1) of the Code of Virginia; and for 
prospective business or industry or the expansion of an existing business or industry 
pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(5) of the Code of Virginia; and for consultation with legal 
counsel and briefings by staff members due to  briefing in open meeting would 
adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the public body pursuant to §2.2-
3711(A)(7) of the Code of Virginia with the specific nature of this matter to receive a 
briefing from staff concerning the ongoing opioid litigation against Purdue Pharma to 
diss how the County wishes to vote in the proposed settlement in bankruptcy court of 
claims against Purdue; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
the 8th day of July 2021, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance 
with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 



Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify; John S. Fant – I so certify; Thomas R. Revels 
– I so certify; Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Kenneth R. Belton – I so certify.   
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to instruct legal counsel to cast Grayson County’s 
vote in favor of the proposed settlement; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
 


	IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS

