
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
March 12, 2020 
 
 
Members attending:  Brenda R. Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, John S. Fant and Michael 
S. Hash. Thomas R. Revels was unable to attend. 
 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to table #4 – Mt. Rogers Roof Bid – until Monday 
night’s budget work session agenda; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 
4-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Mr. Kevin Watson, Director of Parks & Recreation, gave the following update: 
 Basketball season ended Monday, March 9, with a good season – participation 

has grown from 55 participants in 2016 to 89 in 2019 
 Football season – participation has grown from 88 in 2016 to 102 in 2019 
 Soccer season – participation has stayed the same - 71 in 2016 to 71 in 2019 
 Baseball/Softball season – participation has grown from 170 in 2017 to 210 in 

2019 
 Pickle Ball – new sport to our area 

o For all ages & limited physical abilities 
o Every Saturday at 1pm at Independence Elementary School 
o Working with Michell Pridgen from Grayson LandCare on a grant for an 

outdoor pickle ball court – will meet Monday at 11am to scout out the 
best area at the park 

o Last Saturday (3/7/20) had 12 participants 



o Will advertise in the future 
 Baseball fields 

o Musco lighting system is complete on field 1 – scoreboard cable was cut 
during installation and is being repaired 

o Now have three (3) fields with the Musco Lighting System 
o The lights will attract more games and tournaments at the park 

 Currently working with TOP GUN Sports Tournaments 
o Currently we have 15 weekend tournaments scheduled for this summer at 

the park 
o Beginning March 28 – October 3, we have 4 softball tournaments (12 & 

under) and 11 baseball tournaments (10 & under) 
o Tournaments can bring in 400-800 people into the county each weekend, 

but you also need to remember weather plays a big part 
 Pool summer activities 

o Getting ready for summer checking maintenance, painting around field ½ 
& flooring area at the pool 

o Open date for the pool is May 23 (school closes May 22) 
o Will try staying open longer this year in the evenings/weekends and after 

school starts back 
o Already booking pool parties and shelter rentals 

 Chestnut Creek School of the Arts has built a “library” for the park and will be 
picked up tomorrow – basically a book swap station for kids 

 
Supervisor Fant inquired about the prep schedule for the fields and Mr. Watson noted 
the prep work is in the process on all fields when weather permits.  Supervisor Fant 
asked about storage for the equipment/etc. and Mr. Watson noted that the storage 
situation is good.  Supervisor Fant asked for an update on the trail to the Falls – Mr. 
Smith noted we are in the 3rd phase now which is going up Industrial Lane to connect to 
the park. 
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 

- Recreation Park Advisory By-Laws 
 
Mr. Smith clarified the change in number of members for the Recreation Park Advisory 
By-Laws (listed below) which is now five (5) members with three (3) members for a 
quorum.  Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Hash.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

Grayson County Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee 
By-Laws 

 
The Grayson County Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee has adopted the following 
articles in order to facilitate its powers and duties in accordance with the provisions of the 
State Code of Virginia. 



Article I.  That there is herby created a Committee to be known as the 
Grayson County Parks and Recreation Committee. 
 

Article II - Purpose of the Committee 
Section 2.01     The Committee shall serve as the advisory body to the Grayson County 
Parks and Recreation Department related to recreation policies, programs, personnel 
finances, acquisition or disposal of properties. 
 
Section 2.02     The Committee shall serve as the liaison between Grayson County 
Administration, Parks and Recreation Director, and the citizens of the community. 
     

Article III - Membership 
Section 3.01     The Committee shall consist of five (5) members – one (1) member from 
each district (Elk Creek, Oldtown, Providence, Wilson and At-Large) 
Section 3.02   Members will serve for a term of three (3) years, with all terms ending on 
December 31st. 
Section 3.03     The Chairman of the Board of Supervisors  may, by and with consent of 
the Committee, on recommendation of the Committee, remove any members of the 
Committee for misconduct or neglect of duty and removal may be automatic if two (2) 
meetings are missed without proper notification. 
Section 3.04     No board member shall represent itself to other local governments, 
organizations, agencies, etc. without County Administration Approval. 
Section 3.05           Any member that is unable or unwilling to complete his/her term of 
office, should notify the Recreation Park Director, and ask to be dropped from the 
board. 
Section 3.06         Vacancies by removal, resignation, or otherwise shall be reported to 
County Administration and shall be filled in like manner as original appointments, 
except that the term of office is restricted to the unexpired term of office. 
Section 3.07     Committee members shall serve without monetary compensation. 

Article IV - By-Laws Adoption 
Section 4.01     The Committee shall adopt By-Laws, rules, and regulations governing 
its’ procedures and not inconsistent with the provision of State law and the approved 
ordinances as set forth by the Grayson County Board of Supervisors. 
as set forth by the Grayson County Board of Supervisors. 

Article V - Meetings 
Section 5.01       Regular meetings shall be held each quarter of the year. 
Section 5.02      Special meetings may be called by the Director or upon written request 
of at least two members of the Committee with forty-eight (48) hours written notice to 



all members and the Director of Parks and Recreation, the time and place to be 
designated in the notice of such call. 
Section 5.03     Meetings shall be held in the Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Boardroom. 
Section 5.04     The majority of the members present in person at any duly constituted 
meeting shall have the full authority of the Committee, except the amendment of the 
By-Laws, and provided that no fewer than three (3) members may constitute a meeting. 
Section 5.05     All Committee meetings are open to the public. 

Section 5.06    Meetings shall be conducted in accordance with procedures prescribed 
in the By-Laws and decisions reached only after full consideration and debate on the 
issued in question. 
Section 5.07    The following shall be the order of business of the Committee, but the 
Rules of Order may be suspended, and any matters considered or postponed by action 
of the Committee. 
Section 5.08     Order of Business 

(a) Call to order 
(b) Roll call 
(c) Consideration of minutes of last regular meeting and of any special meetings 

held subsequently and their approval or amendment 
(d) Report by Recreation Director 
(e) New business 
(f) Other business 
(g) Adjournment 

 
Section 5.9    Any person may place an item on the agenda by notifying the director 
seven (7) days prior to the regularly scheduled meeting.  
Section 5.10    The Director of Parks and Recreation for Grayson County shall attend 
all meetings of the Committee but shall not vote on any matter; however, the Director 
will be encouraged to give his views and recommendation(s) to Grayson County 
Administration. 
Section 5.11   Individuals or groups requesting to address the Committee will be limited 
to three (3) minutes per topic. 
 

Article VI - Duties and Responsibilities of the Committee 
 

Section 6.01         The Committee shall make recommendations for the establishment of 
a system of supervised recreation centers, water areas, or other recreation areas and 
structures, any lands or buildings owned by or leased to the County and for approval 
by the Board of Supervisors.  The Committee may suggest improvements of such lands, 
buildings, and structures as may be necessary to the recreation program within those 
funds allocated to the department function; in regard to other recreation facilities 



which are owned or controlled by the department or leased or loaned to the 
department. 
Section 6.02         Financial Duties and Responsibilities 

(a) The Parks and Recreation Director shall prepare and recommend to the 
County Administrator an annual budget sufficient to finance the program 
of the Grayson County Recreation and Parks Department.  The Committee 
may make suggestions or recommendations to the Director.  The budget 
shall be submitted to the County Administrator or Board of Supervisors as 
appropriate to hear requests. 

(b) The Committee shall have no authority to enter into any contract or incur 
any obligation binding the governing body of Grayson County. 

Section 6.03     Any member who has a conflict of interest on any given issue shall 
announce the existence of conflict prior to discussion and shall refrain from voting on 
that issue. 

Article VII - Subcommittees 

Section 7.01      Subcommittees needed by the Committee may be established by the 
Parks and Recreation Director/Committee. 

Article VIII - Recreation Director 

Section 8.01       Grayson County Parks and Recreation Director shall preside at all 
meetings. 

Section 8.02     Secretary – appointed by Committee/Director 

The Secretary shall perform the usual duties pertaining to the office.  The Secretary 
shall keep or cause to be kept a full and true permanent record of all meetings of the 
Committee.  This includes regular and special meetings plus reports of standing 
committees and shall be the custodian of all documents committed to his/her care.  The 
Secretary shall issue or cause to be issued notices of regular and special meetings.  
Also, the Secretary mush issue minutes of the previous meeting to the Committee 
members prior to the meetings. 

Article IX - Amendments 

Section 9.01      The by-laws may be amended by the Committee at a meeting at which 
there is a quorum, held after a reasonable notice to the members of the Committee and 
upon concurrence of the Grayson County Board of Supervisors. 

 
 
 
 



Approved by: 

___________________________________________________________               ______________ 
Chairperson, Grayson County Board of Supervisors                                                 Date 
 
 
___________________________________________________________           ______________ 
Chairperson, Grayson County Parks and Recreation Commission          Date 
 

 
 
IN RE:  BOARD APPOINTMENTS  
 
Supervisor Belton asked to table the Recreation Advisory Committee appointments until 
next meeting. 
Recreation Advisory Committee 

• 1 rep from Elk Creek District 
• 1 rep from Oldtown District 
• 1 Rep from Providence District 
• 1 Rep from Wilson district 
• 1 Rep from At-Large 

 
The Wired Road Authority  

• John S. Fant, Col. US Army (Ret) – term expires 4/13/20 
Supervisor Sutherland made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  
Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Twin County Chamber of Commerce 

• William L. Shepley – resigned his position 2/18/20 
Mr. Shepley noted that he has sent in a couple of suggestions but has not heard 
anything. 
 
Twin County Free Clinic – 1yr term (meetings 4/20, 5/18, 6/22, 7/20, 11/16) 

• William L. Shepley – resigned his position 11/16/19 
Mr. Shepley noted a lady came into the office today; will send information to the Free 
Clinic for their thoughts. 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING – To receive public comment regarding an application for  
 Christopher Butler at 639 Wagon Wheel Road, Elk Creek, VA regarding an 
 Event Center/Wedding Venue to extend Eagleview Event Center hours to  
 Accommodate yearly high school formal functions – tax map #21-A-53 
 
 



Mrs. Jada Black, Planning-Zoning Director, presented the Planning Commission 
recommendation to extend high school formal functions until 12:00 a.m.  Eagleview is 
requesting this amendment to allow high schools to hold annual dances such as proms, 
Sadie Hawkins dances, Valentines dances, etc.  Mrs. Black contacted the high school 
principal, Mr. Musser, and the average prom attendance from previous years is 200 
students plus 25 chaperons and capacity for the center is listed at 250 per the building 
official in 2019.  The Planning Commission members discussed parking and Mr. Butler 
feels certain there is more than enough parking to accommodate the function.  At the 
Planning Commission meeting there were two (2) public comments, one (1) from Mr. 
Dal Vickers who expressed concern regarding security (wanted on-site security until 
mid-night) – Mr. Butler noted that security would leave at mid-night along with the 
students with Mr. Butler being the last to leave the premises.  Secondly, Mr. Vickers is 
concerned about the scope of the function.  Mr. Tim Lutz is concerned about the liter 
clean-up on Wagon Wheel Road and that currently there is no track record on big 
events.  The Planning Commission considered all the comments and concerns from the 
citizens and recommended the approval of the amendment as presented to allow 
Eagleview to extend the hours of operation to accommodate yearly high school formal 
functions with the condition the high school formal functions ends at mid-night. The 
motion carried 9-1.   
 
Supervisor Fant inquired about Mr. Vickers’s concern about reconvening after the event 
to see how the function worked and do an after-action review and was there any 
resolution to that suggestion?  Mrs. Black noted that was just a suggestion and no 
further discussion took place.  Supervisor Fant also inquired about the term “formal” – 
usually only two (2) “formal” events during the year – homecoming and prom. Is this 
term specific to those two (2) events or can any high school event that they deem is 
“formal” can meet that mid-night deadline?  Supervisor Hash inquired about the after-
prom party.  Mrs. Black explained that since the function is being held off of school 
grounds, there will not be an after-prom party this year and none of the groups that 
have hosted after-prom parties in the past, stepped up to have one this year.  
 
Mr. Butler presented his case for moving forward with amending the request for yearly 
high school functions to end at midnight with everyone off premises by 1 a.m.  To 
Supervisor Fant’s inquiry, formal function does not mean “dress”; it means it has to be 
formally sanctioned through a high school in order for this to occur.  Nothing else will 
change from last year’s request – all events end at 11 p.m.  SRO’s (Student Resource 
Officers) will attend preforming the same responsibilities as they would at the high 
school.  Mr. Butler than gave a summary of all the positive events that have taken place 
at Eagleview up to this point and every single request that was promised to the Board 
has been fulfilled.  Supervisor Fant asked Mr. Butler what his expectation is on how 
often the school would have a formal event – Mr. Butler stated he feels like it will be 
once a year but wouldn’t think it would be any more than four (4) – doesn’t make much 
sense to hold the homecoming dance at Eagleview due to location.  Mr. Butler noted 
that it has to be a request from the school, not a few students or teachers, only from 



the school.  Supervisor Fant noted that this request would allow Mr. Butler to hold any 
formal function that the school would request and end at midnight without further 
approval with music ending at midnight and premises vacated by 1 p.m.?  Mr. Butler 
stated that is correct. 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Mr. Dal Vicker spoke regarding the prom, clean-up, time, etc. and is concerned 
regarding accommodating “formal high school functions” – no definition, no scope and 
would like to leave the meeting tonight knowing there are some guidelines and 
clarification as to what to expect. 
 
Mr. Butler also noted the he wants to be perfectly clear; the amendment request is for a 
high school and it doesn’t specifically state Grayson County.  Supervisor Belton asked if 
the school (any school) held the function there that it would have to be sanctioned by 
that school and Mr. Butler stated it would. 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve high school sanctioned dances with music 
ending at midnight and all personnel off the premises by 1 a.m. with a requirement to 
provide and after-action report in one (1) year from today’s date.  The report can be 
submitted in writing; duly seconded by Supervisor Sutherland.  Motion carried 4-0.  
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
William L. Shepley gave the following report: 
 Update on corona virus – gathered our departments together today along with 

Grayson Nursing to discuss 
 Virginia Rural Health meeting was held on Tuesday, March 10, 2020 with 

approximately 25 people in attendance.  Good representation and looked at 
getting better outcomes for various health issues in Grayson county. 

 Supervisor Hash added that the diversity of lifelong residents verses urban 
people that moved in and the different expectations. 

 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Mr. Fred Weatherman addressed the Board and spoke on the Dixie Baseball & the 
Southwest League.  Grayson County changed from Dixie to the Southwest League 
several years back.  Dixie plays by age limit (4-19 years old) and Southwest plays by 
grade.  Mr. Weatherman discussed with Mr. Watson, Parks & Rec Director, last year 



about changing Grayson County from the Southwest League back to Dixie League.  The 
Rec Directors in the Southwest League voted to not go back to the Dixie League.  Carroll 
County voted at their last meeting to enter back into the Dixie League.  Dixie League has 
scholarships; Southwest League does not offer scholarships. Mr. Weatherman is in favor 
of the Dixie League and is asking the Board to consider going back to the Dixie League.  
Grayson County has one of the best rec programs around for the kids.  Supervisor Hash 
inquired on when it usually starts, and Mr. Weatherman stated first part of May through 
first part of July.  Registration fee is approximately $25 which includes insurance and 
you are required to have insurance – Southwest doesn’t require insurance.  In Dixie 
there is $4 for insurance and $21 for uniforms.  Supervisor Sutherland asked Mr. Watson 
if the County goes with Dixie, is the rec ball still available?  Mr. Watson noted that the 
County would have to do one or the other – not both.  Already voted to be in the 
Southwest League for this year.  Supervisor Fant asked for recommendations from staff 
and Mr. Watson.   
 
Mr. Tracy Anderson thanked the Board and staff for their prayers during his sickness.  
Also addressed the Board and noted that a guardrail is in great need at 602 Klondike 
Road – has a 200’ drop.  Mr. Anderson also stated that he’s in favor of going with the 
Dixie League and Mr. Anderson is not in favor of a Rec Board.   Mr. Shepley noted that 
this is an advisory board because the County wants to hear more from the citizens of 
the County. 
 
 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
None 
 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Belton made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-
3711(A)(1) of the Code of Virginia to discuss personnel matter. 
 
Supervisor Sutherland made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconced by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
the 12th day of March 2020, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 
accordance with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 



Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Kenneth R. Belton – I so certify; John S. Fant – I so 
certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify. 
 
 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to adjourn.   Motion carried 4-0. 
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