
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 



 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
September 17, 2019 
 
 
Members attending: Brenda R. Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, John S. Fant, Michael S. 
Hash and Thomas R. Revels. 
 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Mr. Carl H. Caudill, II – IT Director/Economic Development/GIS gave the following 
presentation on our Broadband Survey: 
 Grayson County Broadband survey Overview 

o 1,035 total participants 
o Total runtime 35 days (August 4-September 8) 
o Survey distributed through social media, libraries, schools, and door to 

door 
o Five question survey – average time completing online survey, 2m:19s 

(physical address, type of current internet connection, if none-is it 
needed, use of internet, optional-share your experience) 

o Survey designed to be neutral and anonymous 
o Purpose:  to assess current status of citizens internet 

Weekly Survey Response Volume 

 
 
 
 
 



Q1: Physical address of survey participants 

 
Q1: Total survey responses 

 
 
Type of Internet 

 



Q2:  Type of Internet 

 
 
Q2:  CenturyLink DSL 

 
Q2:  Satellite Service 

 
 
 



Q2:  Cellular Only 

 
 
Type of Internet 

 
 
Q2:  No Internet Service 

 
 
 
 



Q3:  If you do NOT currently have internet access, do you need it? 

 
 
Q4: Internet Usage 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 
 
Supervisor Hash inquired about the length of this process will take and Supervisor Fant 
noted that the SCC can take up to six (6) month.  Mr. Shepley noted that Grayson 
County had a good amount of surveys which helped with our application process to the 
SCC.  Supervisor Fant commented that three (3) times the citizens of the county have 
taken a survey regarding broadband and that’s important because this shows the 
information reported to the federal government is incorrect and also for future funding.  
AEP has filed with the SCC as of Monday, September 16, 2019.  Supervisor Belton 
thanked Carl (Caudill), Supervisor Fant, Sandy Terry and the whole broadband team for 
all their hard work. 
 
Ms. Amy Parks, Crisis Advocate & Mary Meier, Advocate, for the Family Resource Center 
– Counseling & Supportive Services presented the board with the following report: 
 Serve victims and/or families of domestic violence and sexual assault 
 The Center has been in business for over thirty (30) years 
 Trauma informed supportive counseling (5 certified counselors) 
 Specialized trauma assessment & therapy 
 Crisis Intervention 
 Emergency housing 
 24-hour help line 
 Medical Accompaniment 
 Legal/Court support 
 Offer preventative education at the schools 
 Currently have three (3) shelters with one (1) in the Twin County area & 

emergency shelters are offered 
 Two (2) advocates are designated solely for Grayson County 
 100% grant funded agency – agency serves 25% of Grayson with 75 adults and 25 

children being served this year 
 Started new LAP program with Sheriff’s Department (24 hours a day) – officers 

will do an assessment – if it’s a high score then the officer will contact the 
resource center 

 2012 was the last time Grayson County gave money to the agency 



 Have three (3) offices – one (1) in Galax across from Lowes Hardware, the main 
office in Wytheville and one (1) in Smyth County 

 Noted there will be a “Dig Your Heels In Against Domestic Violence” which will 
be held on October 12, 2019 at 10 a.m. at the Mountain Foliage Festival & Privy 
Races in Independence 

Supervisor Revels inquired about which counties have given funding in the last year and 
what level of funding has been given.  Ms. Parks responded that 4 of the 5 counites have 
given funding and Bland gives approximately $500 and Carroll County gives 
approximately $4,000.  Ms. Parks also noted that the Family Resource Center budget is a 
little over $1,000,000; with the majority coming from DCJS and Virginia DSS so 
approximately 80% would have to be matched.  Volunteers are a big part along with 
monetary donations.  Supervisor Sutherland inquired about delivering students to 
school and who can/can’t pick that student up – Ms. Parks responded that yes, they 
work with the school and if a protective order is in place, the student involved will take 
the papers to the school resource officers/teachers. Supervisor Fant asked if there is a 
relationship between the Resource Center and DSS or are they separate?  Ms. Meier 
noted that they do work together but are separate.  Supervisor Fant inquired about 
other than funding, how else can we get the word out?  Ms. Meier stated that they need 
exposure to FAPT which deals with children and more exposure to court systems, etc.  
Supervisor Hast stated that there is a CPMT meeting coming up soon and he’ll add it to 
their discussions.  Supervisor Sutherland noted that she is chair of the DSS Board 
meeting and she’ll add it to their discussions as well. 
 
Richard Vaughan, Grayson County Sheriff, gave the following trend analysis report: 

 Calls for Service for Sheriff’s Office 
2016 – 7,573; 2017 – 8,403; 2018 – 7,943 
Calls for Service for Animal Control 
2016 – 309; 2017 – 417; 2018 - 435 

  
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
There is a total of six (6) SRO’s in all schools/CATE center; three (3) are grant funded with two (2) of those 
three (3) being brand new grants. Sheriff Vaughan also noted that they have just received a Rural 
Development grant for another vehicle. 
 



Michelle Pridgen gave the following update on the Grayson County Fair: 
 The Livestock Committee was very happy with making it a 2-day affair and after 

having successfully added a full slate of exhibits this year, I feel confident that 
we can be ready to open the Fair with the Livestock Show on Friday in 2020.  
The number of livestock participants and animals shown increased. 102 youth 
showed 249 animals this year compared to 82 competitors and 166 animals last 
year. The goat and poultry show drew a lot of interest.    The Fair was a success. 
The number of youths exhibiting in the fair tripled, the number of items 
entered tripled, the number of informational and craft vendors tripled and 
adult participation doubled. 50 adults and 25 youth entered 278 items.  2018 
totals were 23 adults and 9 youth with a total of 95 entries. In addition, vendors 
increased from 8 to 22. Photography (88 entries) and quilts, both new additions 
this year, were very popular. 

 Mentioned the county doing a proclamation of thankyou’s to Bottomleys, 
Kenneth Sutherland, Carlos Taylor and Chris Butler for suppling the kids’ stuff 

 The Watermelon eating and seed spitting contests were a lot of fun for 
participants and spectators. 

 There were 5 entries for the new annual poster contest.   it was a tough decision, 
judges debated for a long time before choosing Alecia Nehls’ colorful and 
whimsical poster that represented all the Fair competitions.  

 Stripping the parking lot worked!   
 Ann Rotts and Barbara Moncrief of the Alleghany Quilters Guild were amazing 

letting us use the display, helping judge and bringing quilts. 
 Seating was great and well used.  Additional open seating in exhibit area would 

be helpful 
 Sandy Stoneman was a huge help with organizing food vendors, the registration, 

judging, and all the fair paperwork.  I think we are on our way to getting a 
system in place. 

 The rescue squad stayed and had a presence that was reassuring 
 The demonstrators were popular.  Several cancelled at the last minute but it was 

a good start. Farmers Market vendors did have decent sales, hope to add more 
vendors next year. 

 Proposed 2020  Fair Budget 
Fair  

$500  tables 
$500  ribbons 
$600  supplies 

$2,500  signs &ads 
$1,000  displays 

   $2000 Kids  
$1000 cleanup 

$8,100   
Livestock 



$2,200  premiums 
$300  trophies 
$700  judges 
$200  sawdust 
$500  food 
$250  portajohns 

$4,150   
  
$11,250  total 

 
Budget explanation: The Livestock committee typical raises $1000 in sponsorships and 
Farm Bureau has been providing food for the kids involved in the show.  The Fair 
Committee realizes that we need a fundraising committee and the closer integration of 
the Livestock into the Fair will help.  It was also suggested in the last Ag committee 
meeting that the Fair apply for 501C3 status to aid in fundraising.  I have not had a 
chance to inquire as to the cost of that undertaking and I was not sure if the County has 
legal staff to assist with that. Mr. Chris Butler donated $1000 to the Kids activities this 
year, the $2000 figure includes increased kids’ attractions as well as continuing with the 
Bull and ponies.  The cleanup line item is primarily for cleaning the building before the 
Fair. There is a large increase in signs and ads.  Signs were the main negative comment 
from the surveys that were returned.  The 21 that were returned were very positive. 
some folks wanted more kids’ activities-rides etc, and some wanted more food choices, 
a lot of folks said it was too hot.  Figuring out a way to run temporary power for fans 
and lights may be another expense for 2020.  I have not added premiums to the Fair for 
2020 because of the added cost, but it would be a goal for 2021.  Jimmy Osborne firmly 
believes it will increase youth participation. 
 
2020 Budget request: This year the County gave $3000 to the Fair and additional $2500 
(I believe) to the Livestock Show.  I would like to request at least $8000 for the 
combined Fair next year.  I hope a successful fundraising campaign will decrease that 
request. 

An immediate need still to be addressed this year is storage for Fair displays.  They are 
too large for my barn and are currently being stored at a business in Elk Creek.  We will 
need to double the number of both the art and photo displays.  Does the county have 
any available storage? 

James L. Werth, Jr., Ph.D., ABPP, CEO of Tri-Area Community Health addressed the 
board and introduced himself along with updating the board on the FQHC.  
Unfortunately, Grayson County’s application for the FQHC to expand into Grayson 
County was not funded.  There was approximately $50,000,000 was distributed to only 
23 states, with over one-half of the states not receiving anything, which is unusual.  
They think it may have been something with the scoring and how they allocated the 
scoring, so they are currently asking for an application review.  There may be a little 



more money down the road to fund more centers.  There is still potential to do other 
options to make this still work but it could affect the funding should it become available.  
Mr. Werth just wanted to make sure we know they are open to continuing the 
conversation.  Supervisor Revels inquired about the E-Health clinics and Mr. Werth 
stated they would still need space and personnel.  Mr. Shepley impressed the need for 
an FQHC in our area and we have been in contact with Senator Kaine and Senator 
Warner. 
 
IN RE:  BOARD APPOINTMENTS  
 
EDA-4yr term – Tony Shaffner – term expired August 8, 2019 
Supervisor Hash is still looking for a replacement. 
 
IN RE:  RESOLUTION – RURAL DEVELOPMENT – GATE CENTER 
 
Mr. Shepley read the resolution (listed below).  Roll call vote as follows:  Supervisor 
Hash – Aye; Supervisor Revels – Aye; Supervisor Sutherland – Aye; Supervisor Fant – 
Ayes; Supervisor Belton – Aye; motion carried 5-0. 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
IN RE:  SURPLUS – SHERIFF’S OFFICE – DUTY WEAPON 
 
Mr. Shepley explained that Deputy Bobby Jones retired effective August 31, 2019 and is 
eligible to purchase his duty weapon for $1.00.  This purchase is according to Paragraph 
A of §59.1-148.3 of the Code of Virginia which allows “any law-enforcement 
officer…who retires after at least 15 years of service … to purchase the service weapon 
issued to him…at a price of $1”.  Also, Deputy Jones is purchasing his AR-15 (that 
belonged to the Fries Police Department) and has submitted a check for $250 which is 
for the difference in the cost of the Glock 40 and the AR-15.  Sheriff Vaughan is 
requesting these unanticipated funds be reallocated into the sheriff’s office equipment 
line item 100-31200-00-8101.  Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  SURPLUS – SHERIFF’S OFFICE – VEHICLE 
 
Mr. Shepley explained that the Sheriff’s office needs to surplus a 2007 Chevrolet 
Trailblazer, vin ending in 6167, gray in color; vehicle is worn out and has several minor 
problems – the bus garage would like to acquire this vehicle.  Supervisor Revels made 
the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  FY20 BUDGET AMENDMENT – CARRY-OVER/CORRECTION OF FY19  

REIMBURSEMENT 
 

Mr. Shepley explained the memo (listed below) from Leesa Gayheart, Director of  
Finance.  Supervisor Sutherland made the motion to approve; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING 
 
To receive comments regarding the application for William S. Bartlett, Jr for a Special 
Use Permit for Commercial Recreation Attraction/Events in the Rural Farm District 
located near 1973 Skyline Hwy, Galax, VA; tax map numbers 79-A-79, 79-A-80, 79-A-181 
and 79-A-79B. 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Jada Black, Planning-Zoning director, made opening comments with history from 
March 22, 2019 (staff report listed below). The application is a 2-day annual event on 
107 acres.  Saturday will be the law enforcement event and Sunday will be the obstacle 
course which is open to the public.  In May, the Planning Commission met on site to 
address any safety concerns – obstacle course is not close to the shooting range.  The 
Planning Commission met again in August and it appeared most concerns had been 
addressed.  Mr. Cummings of Clarknexsen was contacted to further inspect the site and 
he came up with a design for loading the firearms, simulated rounds will be used for 
pistols.  Mr. Bartlett has agreed to all the terms recommended.  The Planning 
Commission approved the application with recommendations.  Supervisor Fant inquired 
about the special use permit being annually in October and Mrs. Black confirmed it will 
be an annual event.  Supervisor Fant also asked if the recommendations have been 



implemented and Mrs. Black replied that the burden rests on Mr. Bartlett to comply.  
Supervisor Sutherland inquired about liability insurance for the event and Mrs. Black 
noted that yes, they have liability insurance.  Supervisor Fant asked that the county 
confirm that these recommendations be implemented.  Mrs. Black and Mr. James Moss, 
Building Official can verify.  Mr. Shepley stated if there is going to be a change in what 
would happen if there is a change such as adding a concert, then Mr. Bartlett would 
have to apply again.  Mr. Shepley also asked that Mr. Moss inspect every year. 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 



IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
William L. Shepley gave the following report: 
 Met with United Way regarding childcare services for Grayson County and will 

have more information in the future 
 We are interested in bringing health care closer to home and will continue our 

conversations with Tri-Area Health but will also look at some other options (Twin 
County, Alleghany, Ballad Health) as well 

 Update on plastic recycling in the county from Mr. Smith:  Grayson County is to 
the point now that we can no longer accept plastics as recyclable – after much 
discussion, we’ve had to place a temporary stop on collecting plastics at our 
recycling stations. Notices have been placed at all recycling centers that we’re 
“temporarily” unable to collect plastics.  Other counties have stopped collecting 
it long ago and unfortunately, we can’t even give it away.  Mr. Luper, Director of 
Public Works, is in contact with DEQ to see if there are any other options for the 
plastics.  Notice was posted on our website the day the decision was made.  
Supervisor Revels asked us to reach out to North Carolina (Ashe County) to see 
how they are still able to collect plastics. 

 Mr. Smith also noted to the Board that Mr. Zach Olinger, Virginia Department of 
Forestry, brought by a $1,000 check in lieu of taxes for FY18-19 

 Public works has temporarily changed the trash drop-off days from 
Friday/Saturday to Wednesday/Saturday – will revisit this in January 2020 

 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Sutherland made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-
3711(A)(1) of the Code of Virginia to discuss personnel matter, §2.2-3711(A)(4) to 
discuss a matter requiring the protection of the privacy of an individual in a personal 
matter not related to public business and §2.2-3711(A)(5) discussions relating to 
prospective business or industry or expansion of an existing business or industry; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 



Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
this 17th day of September 2019, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 
accordance with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Thomas R. Revels – I so certify; Kenneth R. Belton 
– I so certify; John S. Fant – I so certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify. 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
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