
 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
June 13, 2019 
 
 
Members attending were:  Brenda R. Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, John S. Fant, 
Michael S. Hash and Thomas R. Revels. 
 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to amend the agenda and move the Grayson County 
School – Movement of Funds Request to new business; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Hash.  Motion carried 5-0.  Supervisor Sutherland made the motion to approve the 
amended agenda; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Jeff Miller – Making Grayson Glow was unable to attend and give an update.  Supervisor 
Sutherland noted that thus far $5,326.94 has been raised so far; good turn-out for the 
bingo game previously held; on July 4th they will be selling walking tacos and the group 
will also be set up on Jim Meier’s property for the Take a Break from the Interstate-21 
yard sale. 
 
Michelle Pridgen gave the following update on the County Fair 
 Great opening day for the Farmer’s Market with 33 vendors which included kids 

from the CATE Center 
 397 people visited 



 Supervisor Fant inquired about the Fries Farmers Market; Ms. Pridgen noted that 
Cindy Rowe is coordinating this effort along with the one in Galax.  Fries is not 
open yet, but Galax is.  Expanding into the upper end is very challenging because 
more farmers are needed to provide produce. 

 New vendor – 14-year-old hotdog vendor will be attending 
 Reviewed the website for the County Fair – www.graysoncountyvaagfair.com 
 Youth Livestock Show & County Fair will begin on Friday, August 9 at 5pm  

 
Kevin Spurlin, Grayson County Extension Agent addressed the Board and handed out a 
copy of the 2017 Census of Agriculture-County Profile and noted that it is available 
online.  He did highlight that market value of products sold in Grayson County was 
almost $41,000,000.  Mr. Spurlin also noted that as of this census Grayson County is 
ranked #1 in Christmas tree farms; #7 in cattle/calves and #17 in 
sheep/goats/wool/mohair/milk.  Update on the GATE Center as follows: 
 Renovations are in progress 
 Just now starting to drawdown the $125,000 for the Tobacco Commission 
 Potentially can find more grant money through the USDA-RD and will be applying 

for the grants 
 Left over money from the extension office budget and that leftover money 

purchased 5 tables and 20 chairs for the conference room (once completed); the 
rest we hope to acquire through the USDA-RD grant along with a smart TV/flat 
screen TV’s plus any needed kitchen items that will be needed 

 Hopefully looking at being open at the end of the calendar year 
 Under new business there is a Resolution to authorize the County to submit an 

application to USDA-RD for the grant 
 Will request roll over funds of approximately $8,000 in capital improvement to 

the County since it was not used  
 
 
IN RE:  OLD BUSINESS 
 
 GRAYSON COUNTY SCHOOL – BAYWOOD SCHOOL 

 
Mr. Shepley reported that the deed (listed below) has been reviewed by legal after the 
requested modifications and is ready to approve the resolution.  Supervisor Sutherland 
made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
 

http://www.graysoncountyvaagfair.com/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 
 

 
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 
 
 RESOLUTION – AUTHORIZE APPLICATION TO USDA-RD 

 
Mr. Shepley read the resolution (listed below) for the Rural Development grant for the 
GATE Center.  Supervisor Revels made the motion to approve; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 GRAYSON COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES – ADJUSTED REVENUE 

ALLOCATION 
 
Kristin Shumate, Director of Grayson County Department of Social Services submitted a 
request (listed below) requesting approval for a $160,000 adjustment for year end 
expenses stressing no match is required from the County.  Supervisor Fant made the 
motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 



 
 
 
 BOARD APPOINTMENTS  

 
• Board of Zoning Appeals (5-year term) – Greg Hash (Wilson District) – term 

expired 3/31/19 – Mr. Hash no longer wishes to serve.   
• Wythe-Grayson Regional Library Board (4-year term) – Kate Irwin (Wilson 

District) – term expires 12/31/19 – Mrs. Irwin no longer wishes to serve. 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve Austin Haga (recommended by 
Supervisor Revels) for the Board of Zoning Appeals and Susan Mitchell for the 
Wythe-Grayson Regional Library Board; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  
Motion carried 5-0. 

• Wytheville Community College (4-year term) – Dr. Vanessa Fant (Old Town 
District) – term will expire 6/30/19 – Dr. Fant is unable to continue to serve due 
to her work obligations. 
Supervisor Sutherland has someone in mind and needs to speak with them. This 
appointment was tabled until the next meeting. 

 
 
 RESOLUTION – ADOPTION OF TH EGRAYSON COUNTY FY-20 BUDGET 

 
Mr. Shepley read the resolution (listed below).  Supervisor Fant made the motion to 
approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Sutherland.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 



 APPROVAL OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (CIP) 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to table the CIP approval until the budget close-out 
meeting; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 SET CLOSE-OUT DATE 

 
Mr. Shepley noted that the Board will need to set a close-out date for FY 18-19 and 
listed the dates of June 25, 26, 27 or 28 at 5:30 p.m.  After discussion it was decided 
June 25, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 GRAYSON COUNTY SCHOOL – MOVEMENT OF FUNDS 

 
This item was moved from the consent agenda to new business.  Supervisor Fant 
inquired about the $158,000 movement/transfer but in looking at the documents (listed 
below) the line items show larger; if he’s reading the documents correctly, it looks like 
they are requesting to move approximately $700,000 out of maintenance and 
technology and transfer to the other lines. Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve 
$158,000 transfer to balance those lines and ask for additional clarification on the 
remaining transfer; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 
Supervisor Belton thanked the Board and staff for all their hard work on the budget. 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
William L. Shepley gave the following report: 
 
 We have received a grant from the Tobacco Commission for $325,000 to help 

with the Broadband Project and thanked everyone for all their hard work 
especially Carl Caudill and Amanda Witt-Cox with Appalachian Power.   

 Governor’s visit for the Broadband announcement 
 Participated in a Panel Discussion in Abingdon, Va; invited 15 representatives to 

attend discussing Childhood Resiliency 
 Building Safety Month Event had a great turnout – good team effort for success 
 Appointed as Chairperson for the 2019 VACo Rural Caucus 
 Health Department is sending out a Mobile Health Unit to Whitetop on June 28th 
 Gypsy Moth Treatments will occur from June 17-21 in the Iron Ridge area of 

Grayson County & Wythe County – they will use a low flying yellow plane 
 
 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented 
 
 
 



IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
None 
 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-
3711(A)(1) of the Code of Virginia to discuss personnel matter; §2.2-3711(A)(5) 
discussions relating to prospective business or industry or expansion of an existing 
business or industry; and for discussion and consideration of records excluded from this 
chapter pursuant to subsection 11 of §2.2-3711(A)(28) of the Code of Virginia;  duly 
seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
Supervisor Sutherland made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded 
by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
this 13th day of June 2019, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance 
with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Thomas R. Revels – I so certify; Kenneth R. Belton 
– I so certify; John S. Fant – I so certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify. 
 
 CONTRACT 

Supervisor Fant made the motion to follow the legal advice from our county attorney in 
hiring RBC – REC is the only source “practicably available” for the expanded broadband 
services with the following recommendation:  to post on the County bulletin board and 
on the County website; wait the ten (10) day period before signing the contract with 
RBC, to make sure the time for filing an appeal by an unsuccessful offeror has passed 



under Section 2.2-4360 of the Code of Virginia; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  
Motion carried 5-0.  The contract will be on file in the County Administrators office. 
 
 MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

Supervisor Revels made the motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) between Appalachian Power Company, Gigabeam Networks, LLC and the County 
of Grayson and authorize William L. Shepley, County Administrator, to sign the MOU; 
duly seconded by Supervisor Sutherland.  Motion carried 4-0 with Supervisor Belton 
abstaining.  MOU will be on file in the County Administrators office. 
 
 LEGAL AGREEMENT 

Supervisor Has made the motion to approve the contract for Internet Services and 
Broadband Utility Service between the County of Grayson and Gigabeam Networks, LLC 
and authorize William L. Shepley, County Administrator, to sign the contract; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
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