
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
January 9, 2014 
 
Members attending were:  David M. Sexton, Brenda Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, John 
K. Brewer and Glen E. Rosenbaum. 
 
IN RE:  CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Brenda Sutherland made the motion to approve the December 12, 2013 and January 6, 
2014 meeting minutes; duly seconded by David M. Sexton.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Brenda Sutherland made the motion to approve the bills/payroll and December 
Treasurer’s report; duly seconded by David M. Sexton.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
David M. Sexton made the motion to approve the following:  reallocation for 
unanticipated and miscellaneous revenues; monthly request of $392,698.53 for the 
Grayson County School Board; and the third quarter request of $60,725.00 for the 
Wythe-Grayson Regional Library; motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  RECESS 
 
Kenneth R. Belton made the motion to take a recess at 6:45 p.m. and reconvene the 
meeting at 7:00 p.m. at the Grayson County High School Auditorium due to the volume 
of citizens that turned out for the meeting; duly seconded by David M. Sexton.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 



 
 
IN RE:  REPORTS, PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Mr. Jeff Russell, Wytheville Residency Administrator for VDOT gave an update on 
miscellaneous items that have been corrected throughout Grayson County with the 
massive spring/summer rains.  Currently they are dealing with snow and ice in Grayson 
County.  They have completed reconstructing Rt. 631 this summer and plan to work on 
Rt. 18 this year. 
 
IN RE:   OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
 
IN RE:  APPOINTMENTS 
 
Chielf Local Elected Officials Consortium (CLEOS) 
David M. Sexton nominated John K. Brewer; duly seconded by Brenda Sutherland.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
David M. Sexton nominated Kenneth R. Belton to serve as an alternate; duly seconded 
by Brenda Sutherland.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
BRCEDA – Alternate 
Brenda Sutherland nominated Kenneth R. Belton; duly seconded by Glen E. Rosenbaum.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Planning Commission 
Kenneth R. Belton nominated Bob Felicito; duly seconded by Brenda Sutherland.  Glen E. 
Rosenbaum nominated Lisa Hash; duly seconded by David M. Sexton. Following 
“Roberts Rules”, vote on first name nominated first.  Bob Felicito – Ayes – Brenda 
Sutherland and Kenneth R. Belton; Nays – John K. Brewer, David M. Sexton and Glen E. 
Rosenbaum.  Lisa Hash – Ayes – David M. Sexton, Glen E. Rosenbaum and John K. 
Brewer; Nays – Kenneth R. Belton and Brenda Sutherland.  Motion carried 3-2 with Lisa 
Hash being appointed. 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
Brenda Sutherland nominated Marie Kivett and Dennis Cox be reappointed; duly 
seconded by David M. Sexton.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
 
 



 
IN RE:  GRANT COMPUTING CENTER 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet explained that funding is needed to carry the Grant Computer Center 
through June 2014 and also spoke of fundraiser potentials for the center.  David M. 
Sexton made the motion to give up to $15,700.00 to fund the Computing Center 
through June 2014 by February; duly seconded by John K. Brewer.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING   

• Public Hearing to receive public comment on appropriating the 2005 School 
Subsidy Grant to the Grayson County School Board for their capital list. 
 

Mr. Kevin Chalfant, Superintendent of Schools, gave a brief statement regarding 
different options on how they wish to spend the grant money. 

 
Mr. John K. Brewer opened the public hearing.  Amy Donley, Mouth of Wilson, Virginia, 
spoke in favor of the Board releasing the money.  Since no other speakers, David M. 
Sexton made the motion to close the public hearing; duly seconded by Brenda 
Sutherland.  Motion to close public hearing carried 5-0.  David M. Sexton moved to 
appropriate the remaining balance of $206,948.81 in the [School Construction Fund-
Non-Subsidized] as an additional appropriation to the Grayson County School Board for 
the qualified Capital Projects List as presented by the school system with the 
understanding that this additional appropriation shall be used solely for the list of 
qualified projects and there shall be no additional requests for funds from the school 
system to the County to complete any of the specified projects; and furthermore that 
the school system shall complete at their expense the repairs and improvements 
referenced as the Fries Grandstand Construction Project as noted in the January 
meeting minutes of Grayson County School board; duly seconded by Brenda Sutherland.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 



 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING  

• Public hearing to receive public comment to consider a zoning ordinance text 
amendment as it relates to Article 4.6 and applicable sections of the Grayson 
County Zoning Ordinance and related text amendments to the Grayson County 
Subdivision Ordinance. 
 
 

Elaine Holeton, Planning and Community Development Director explained the proposed 
language changes to Article 4.6 which is listed below: 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Ms. Holeton stated that the Planning Commission recommends the changes be 
approved.  David M. Sexton made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded 
by Brenda Sutherland.  Motion carried 5-0.  Ms. Laurel Snyder spoke in general on the 
Boards action, comprehensive plan and zoning.  Mr. Don Dudley presented the Board 
with an illustration and spoke on some of the amendments related to the current Article 
4.6 and Subdivision Ordinance and how it limits further dividing in some of the examples 
as the allotted time of three (3) minutes ran out.    David M. Sexton made the motion to 
close the public hearing; duly seconded by Brenda Sutherland.  Motion carried 5-0.  Glen 
E. Rosenbaum asked about how much of a right-a-way does this pertain to and Jonathan 
D. Sweet explained that the unprescribed right of way is actually the issue that’s looking 
to be resolved meaning can you build and subdivide on a tract of land that does not 
have a prescribed right of way and the other issue this addresses is the acquired amount 
of right of way to subdivide and build with the right of way going from 40 feet down to 
30 feet.  Unprescribed is actually deemed as a limited access parcel division which 
provides some opportunity for some folks to subdivide their property with the 
unprescribed right-of-way.  Glen E. Rosenbaum stated the terrain should be considered 
in these widths. John K. Brewer noted that one other speaker, Mr. Tim Donley was not 



called to speak and public hearing needs to be reopened. Brenda Sutherland made the 
motion to reopen public hearing; duly seconded by Kenneth R. Belton.  Mr. Tim Donley  
signed up to speak but deferred to speak later.  David M. Sexton made the motion to 
close the public hearing; duly seconded by Kenneth R. Belton.  Motion carried 5-0.  Mr. 
Sweet explained that the 30 foot right of way was actually brought up by the Planning 
Commission because they had some concerns regarding drainage easements, etc.  David 
M. Sexton referred back to Mr. Dudley’s illustration and asked for a discussion on having 
less restriction on 7-3.10 to 1 time per year division.  Kenneth R. Belton spoke noting the 
problems for the other people if you continue to subdivide stating that there are two (2) 
sides to this.  John K. Brewer mentioned an example of 250 acre farm with only one (1) 
division.  Jonathan D. Sweet explained the division of property by other means, such as 
variances, etc. and stated that the amended version is less restrictive.  John K. Brewer 
made the motion to add one (1) time per year division for up to two (2) divisions; duly 
seconded by David M. Sexton.  Roll call vote as follows:  David M. Sexton – Aye; Glen E. 
Rosenbaum – Aye; Kenneth R. Belton – Aye; Brenda Sutherland – Aye; John K. Brewer – 
Aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
IN RE:  RESOLUTION – ADDING WILD TURKEY LANE AS A NO-COST RURAL ADDITION TO  
            THE SECONDARY SYSTEM OF STATE HIGHWAYS 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet explained Kenneth R. Belton’s request to add Wild Turkey Lane to 
the Secondary System of State Highways as a no-cost rural addition.  Jonathan D. Sweet 
presented the Resolution listed below.  Brenda Sutherland made the motion to approve; 
duly seconded by Kenneth R. Belton.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
WILD TURKEY LN TO BE ADDED TO THE SECONDARY SYSTEM OF STATE 

HIGHWAYS AS A NO-COST RURAL ADDITION 
 

 WHEREAS, the Wytheville Residency Office of the Virginia Department of 
Transportation recommends that the street(s) referenced in this Board’s resolution be added to the 
secondary system of state highways as a no cost rural addition pursuant to Section 33.1-229 and 
Commonwealth Transportation Board policy, because the street(s) meet current minimum 
standards, the condition of the existing hard surface is serviceable, the street(s) has provided 
continuous public service since its establishment in 1970 and currently serves three or more 
occupied residential dwellings; and 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 WHEREAS, the Wytheville Residency Office of the Virginia Department of 
Transportation confirms that no Department funds are required to improve the street(s) described 
on the attached additions form AM-4.3 to meet current minimum design or maintenance 
standards of the Department; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, this Board guarantees a clear and 
unrestricted right of way, as described on the attached form AM-4.3, and any necessary 
easements for cuts, fills, and drainage; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to 
the Resident Engineer of the Virginia Department of Transportation. 
 
 Adopted this 9th day of January, 2014, in Grayson County, Virginia. 
 
 
IN RE:  RATIFY 2013 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet explained that per the request of Judge Brett Geisler for the purpose 
of concurring with his issued order regarding the closing of the court and its offices on 
Tuesday, December 31, 2013.  Brenda Sutherland made the motion to move that the 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors grant Tuesday, December 31, 2013 as a Holiday, 
consistent with other established Holidays recognized and enjoyed by the County; 
furthermore, for the purpose of establishing a congruent Holiday Schedule with the 
Court with the intent of better notifying our citizenry scheduled office closings, the 
County hereby declares the County’s future Holiday Schedules to be set forth and 
established by the Governor and consistent with the Commonwealth of Virginia’s 
Annual Holiday Schedule unless otherwise advised by local resolution; duly seconded by 
David M. Sexton.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
IN RE:  RECOMMENDATION AND REQUEST OF THE GRAYSON COUNTY PLANNING  
            COMMISSION TO RECONSIDER THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN ORDINANCE OF 
            ZONING REPEAL 
 
Kenneth R. Belton asked Jonathan D. Sweet to read the Planning Commission’s request 
for the Board of Supervisors reconsideration of not repealing the Zoning Ordinance – 
Mr. Sweet read “In accordance with the Grayson County Comprehensive Plan, hat it is 
the official position of the Planning Commission, through a recommendation to the 
Board of Supervisors, that they not proceed with a repeal of the Grayson County Zoning 
Ordinance, and for the Board of Supervisors to reconsider their request of the Planning 
Commission to proceed with the development of an ordinance of repeal”.  David M. 
Sexton gave his thoughts on putting zoning on a referendum and requested the staff 
look into the procedure.  David M. Sexton then made a motion for staff to look into the 
procedures of adding the zoning to a referendum and that the Planning Commission 



continues with the Board of Supervisors request. John K. Brewer noted his agreement.  
Kenneth R. Belton spoke on how the Board tackled Section 4.6 and came out with a 
good decision tonight.  Kenneth R. Belton made the motion to follow the Planning 
Commission’s request not to repeal zoning.  John K. Brewer noted that according to the 
rules he can’t make a motion.  Brenda Sutherland duly seconded Kenneth R. Belton’s 
motion to not repeal zoning.  John K. Brewer duly seconded David M. Sexton’s motion 
for staff to look into the procedures of adding the zoning to a referendum and Planning 
Commission continues with the Board’s request.  Regarding Kenneth R. Belton’s motion 
to not repeal zoning, the Board’s vote was 3 Nays (David M. Sexton, Glen E. Rosenbaum, 
and John K. Brewer) and 2 Ayes (Kenneth R. Belton and Brenda Sutherland).  John K. 
Brewer duly seconded David M. Sexton’s motion for staff to look into the procedures of 
adding the zoning to a referendum and that the Planning Commission continues with 
the Board’s request.  Jonathan D. Sweet explained Virginia is a Dillon Rule state.  Legal 
counsel will have to look at this plus each land owner will have to be notified. 
 
 
RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
None 
 
 
IN RE:  DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 
 
As presented. 
 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS & PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Registered speakers for not repealing zoning included:  Robert J. Felicito, Kathy Cole, 
Loren Webster, Charlotte Hanes, Amelia Bland Waller, Laura George, Laurel Snyder, 
Kate Irwin, Ruth Ross, Joyce Rouse, Barbara Russell, Robert Smith, Steven Grief, and Dr. 
Martha B. Anderson.   
 
Registered speaker Susan Francis spoke for the Grant Computing Center. 
Registered speaker Shirley Gordon did not speak. 
 
Public Comment speakers included:   

• John K. Delp handed out copies of  petitions to the Board and VDOT 
representative Jeff Russell signed by the residents that travel Rural Route 658 
(Comers Rock Road) stating that long trucks over fifty-three (53) feet in length 
cannot maneuver the sharp curves and switch backs located on these roads.  Mr. 
Delp and the residents of that area feel that properly worded “Truck Driver 
Warning” signs with flashing lights need to be installed. 

 



 
 

• Virginia Jones spoke against zoning. 
• Nancy Stone handed the Board a signed Petition to Retain Zoning in Grayson 

County and also a signed Petition to Retain Grayson County Administrator 
Jonathan D. Sweet.  Mrs. Stone then went on speak against repealing zoning. 

• Charlotte Hanes was on the Public Comment sign-up sheet but had already 
spoken during the Public Hearing on Article 4.6. 

• Elmer Russell spoke against zoning. 
• Sam Cole spoke against zoning. 
• Barbara Russell was on the Public Comment sign-up sheet but had already 

spoken during the Public Hearing on Article 4.6. 
• Nancy Liebrecht spoke for zoning. 
• Terry Combs spoke against zoning. 
• Melissa Combs spoke against zoning. 
• Tara Combs spoke against zoning. 
• Curtis Harrington spoke in favor of fixing 40 feet right-a-way to 30 feet for 

common-sense zoning. 
• Earl K. Cherry Jr. spoke in favor of zoning. 
• Jimmy Osborne spoke in favor of zoning. 
• Tim Donley spoke in favor of zoning but with some changes. 
• James Wyatt spoke against zoning or revamping zoning. 
• Tina Cunningham spoke in favor of zoning. 
• Lance Hart spoke in favor of zoning and urged a discussion to find common 

ground. 
• Barbara McArthur spoke in favor of zoning. 

 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN 
 
David M. Sexton made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Kenneth R. Belton. 


