
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
September 8, 2016 
 
 
Members attending were:  Brenda R. Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, John S. Fant, Glen 
E. Rosenbaum and Michael S. Hash. 
 



 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to amend the agenda and consent agenda with 
a recommendation from the Grayson County Public Service Authority (PSA) requesting 
Virginia Carolina Water Authority appropriately amend their by-laws to accommodate 
our PSA Director to serve as the Grayson County Representative; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Larry K. Bartlett presented the Capital Improvement Plan for the Twin County Regional 
Airport and also introduced the Grayson County representative, Mr. Bill Carico.  Mr. 
Bartlett noted that 1.3 million dollars are earned at this airport annually.  Mr. Bartlett 
also introduced Mr. Jed Scott, Manager of the Twin County Regional Airport. 
 
IN RE:  OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS  
 
 BOARD APPOINTMENTS 

 
Grayson County Senior Advocacy Initiative 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve Don Dudley as the Planning Commission 
Representative; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Planning Commission 
David M. Sexton resigned his position effective August 9, 2016; new appointee will fill 
remainder of Mr. Sexton’s term which expires 12/31/16 and is a 4-year term.  This is a 
Providence representative and Supervisor Hash has been talking to some candidates. 
 
 
IN RE:  GRAYSON COUNTY PSA REQUEST TO AMEND THE BY-LAWS OF THE VIRGINIA-   
 CAROLINA WATER AUTHORITY 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet noted that the Public Service Authority (PSA) has put forth a 
recommendation for the Board’s consideration to encourage and request the Virginia-
Carolina Water Authority to appropriately amend their by-laws to allow Grayson 
County’s director of Public Service Authority to be Grayson County’s representative in 
being a voting member on that board.  The PSA did not offer specifics on the by-laws 
change, they will leave that up to the Board and/or the Virginia-Carolina Water 



Authority Board to appropriately amend the by-laws to accomplish that desire for a 
change in representation.  It’s before the Board tonight to accept that recommendation 
and ultimately make that request.  Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to make 
the request; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  DECLARATION OF COUNTY SURPLUS 
 
Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to approve the Public Works 1993 Ford Truck 
(cracked frame) and the County’s 2004 Dodge Intrepid 4d (rusted frame-will not pass 
inspection); duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PROCLAMATION – RANDALL ELLER AND INDEPENDENCE LUMBER, INC. 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet read the Proclamation (listed below).  Supervisor Hash made the 
motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0.  The Board of 
Supervisors presented the proclamation to Mr. Chuck Wagoner who accepted the 
proclamation on behalf of Randall Eller and Independence Lumber, Inc. 
 

Proclamation of the 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 

in Recognition and Appreciation of 
 

Randall Eller and 
Independence Lumber, Inc. 

 
 WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors recognizes Independence 
Lumber Inc., for your contributions to the community as a major employer within Grayson 
County and the Twin Counties region; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors also wishes to recognize and 
acknoweldge that Randall Eller and Independence Lumber, Inc., has been a good friend to 
Grayson County, our public school system and our citizens; and, 
 
 WHEREAS,  Randall Eller and Independence Lumber, Inc., graciously contributed 
at no cost, specialized equipment needed to collect, remove and dispose of materials from the 
Grayson County athletic field facilities; and, 
   

WHEREAS, Randall Eller and Independence Lumber, Inc., helped make it possible 
for the Grayson County Public School Sytem to save more than an estimated $200,000.00 in 
demolishion and removal costs of the old athletic field bleachers through various other 
contributions and volunteers. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors recognizes Randall Eller and Independence Lumber, Inc., and wishes to formally 
thank you for your contribution to the Grayson County Public School’s New Bleacher 
Construction Project, and inevitably for the positive impact your benevolence will have on 
countless children in the future. 
 



Adopted this 8th Day of September, 2016, in the County of Grayson, 
Virginia. 
 
 
 

By: 
___________________________
__  

      Brenda R. Sutherland, Chair  
          Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors 

 
 
Attest:  ____________________________ 
                           Jonathan D. Sweet, Clerk 
                Grayson County Board of Supervisors 

 
 
IN RE:  PROCLAMATION - GUS HILL AND HILL’S COAL & TRUCKING CO. 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet read the Proclamation (listed below).  Supervisor Belton made the 
motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

Proclamation of the 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 

in Recognition and Appreciation of 
 

Gus Hill and  
Hill’s Coal & Trucking Co. 

 
 WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors recognizes Gus Hill and Hill 
Coal & Trucking Co., for your contributions to the community as a major employer within the 
Twin Counties region; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors also wishes to recognize and 
acknoweldge that Gus Hill and Hill’s Coal & Trucking Co., has been a good friend to Grayson 
County, our public school system and our citizens; and, 
 
 WHEREAS,  Gus Hill and Hill’s Coal & Trucking Co., graciously contributed at no 
cost, specialized equipment needed to collect, remove and dispose of materials from the 
Grayson County athletic field facilities; and, 
   

WHEREAS, Gus Hill and Hill’s Coal & Trucking Co., helped make it possible for the 
Grayson County Public School Sytem to save more than an estimated $200,000.00 in 
demolishion and removal costs of the old athletic field bleachers through various other 
contributions and volunteers. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors recognizes Gus Hill and Hill’s Coal & Trucking Co., and wishes to formaly thank 
you for your contribution to the Grayson County Public School’s New Beacher Construction 



Project, and inevitably for the positive imapct your benevolence will have on countless 
children in the future. 
 
 
 

Presented or Adopted this 8th Day of September, 2016, in the County 
of Grayson, Virginia. 
 
 

By: 
___________________________
__  

      Brenda R. Sutherland, Chair  
          Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors 

 
 
Attest:  ____________________________ 
                           Jonathan D. Sweet, Clerk 
                Grayson County Board of Supervisors 

 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet gave the following report: 

o Played the “Save our Towns” video which featured Independence and Oak Hall 
Cap & Gowns.  We wanted share this with the Board and with our citizens.  We 
are very proud of how that episode turned out.  That segment has already been 
broadcast on TV plus it’s on the Virginia Tech website and YouTube which will 
give us a lot of positive exposure. 

o Mt. Rogers School – has been a topic of conversation since receiving a 
correspondence from the Grayson County School on April 11, 2016 requesting 
the Board’s consideration of potentially doing something with that school; more 
specifically disposing of it turning proceeds back into the education system.  
Some things have occurred at the school that prompts staff to request the Board 
look at this item again.  We continue to have vandals which have vandalized the 
property – September 2013, May 2014, twice in May 2016, and again in August 
2016 – broken windows, busting doors, accessing the property and destroying 
the property they have gained access to.  It is becoming a much larger liability 
than it has in the past as we see frequency of vandalism.  We have issued a 
reward for information leading to a conviction. Staff will put forth a 
recommendation for a potential “plan of disposition” for this property for the 
Board of Supervisors for next month’s meeting. 

o 911 street and home address signs:  The newspaper did a fantastic job reporting 
on the discussion at the prior Board meeting.  We have requested of our Sheriff’s 
Department to proactively compile a running list of missing, damaged or leaning 
signs and to share directly with the Regional 911 Commission.  Additionally, our 



E-911 Coordinator has also asked Law, Fire and Rescue responders as well as 
postal carriers to directly report missing/damaged signs.  The Regional 911 
Commission meets quarterly and this item has been requested to be placed on 
the agenda.  Supervisor Hash commented that they (911 Commission) have 
started in Elk Creek and some repairs have already been completed up along Rt. 
58 and in Independence. 

o Employee Health Insurance Benefit – Renewal:  Staff has been tirelessly working 
on our Employee Health Insurance renewal.  This will be placed on our October 
Board of Supervisors agenda as an action item, along with staff’s 
recommendation. 

o Personnel – honorable mention – The State’s DSS performance data for July was 
just released and our benefits program staff were the only unit in the entire 
state (120 localities) to meet all of the performance standards set by the 
Commonwealth and federal government.  These include measure of application 
processing timeliness, self-sufficiency promotion, accuracy, and lack of errors 
with fiscal penalty.  Additionally, according to the same data source, our service 
unit staff continues to rank in the top 4% of the state in all of the performance 
measures for child welfare, further reflecting their dedication to child safety, 
permanency, and well-being. 
 

Mitchell L. Smith gave the following public service announcements: 
o September 24, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. – Heritage Day at Matthew’s 

Living History Farm Museum where they will be making apple butter, apple 
cider, skilled food demonstrations and much more. 

o September 24 and 25, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. – Grayson Highlands Fall 
Festival 

o September 28 and 29, 2016, the Courthouse will be participating in the United 
Way campaign. 

 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented. 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERD SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 



Supervisor Sutherland noted that on September 20, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
the First Annual Twin County Senior Day will be held at the Cliffview Church of God 
Fellowship Hall located at 2923 Fries Road in Galax.  Available will be chicken salad 
lunch, door prizes, games, vendors and live entertainment. 
 
 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Nonce 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Rosenbaum.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
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