
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
March 10th, 2016 
 
Members attending were: Brenda R. Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, Glen E. Rosenbaum, 
John S. Fant and Michael S. Hash.   

IN RE:  CONSENT AGENDA 
Michael S. Hash made the motion to approve the consent agenda; duly seconded by 
John S. Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  REPORTS, PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
Scott Wickham, Auditor with Robinson, Farmer, Cox Associates presented the Grayson 
County Audit Year Ended June 30th, 2015 (listed below).  John S. Fant made the motion 
to accept the audit; duly seconded by Michael S. Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
IN RE:  OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS – BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
 
Board of Zoning Appeals 

• Sam Shaver – term expired 03/31/16 – Jonathan D. Sweet explained that Mr. 
Shaver does not want to seek reappointment and has written an email of 
resignation.  

• Potential nomination for recommendation:  Elizabeth “Betsy” Shearin – Wilson 
District. 

• Potential nomination for recommendation:  Kate Irwin – Wilson District. 
Glen E. Rosenbaum nominated Elizabeth “Betsy” Shearin for recommendation; 
duly seconded by Kenneth R. Belton.  John S. Fant withdrew his nomination of 
Kate Irwin.  Motion carried 5-0 to recommend Mrs. Shearin to the Judge. 
 

Board of Equalization 
• Potential nominee for recommendation:  Reece Sage – Wilson District 
• Potential nominee for recommendation:  Don Dudley – Providence District 

Glen E. Rosenbaum nominated Don Dudley.  Brenda R. Sutherland asked 
Jonathan D. Sweet about the requirements stating that Mr. Dudley is from the 
Providence District.  Mr. Sweet noted that every Board of Equalization pursuant 
to code section 58.1-3374 shall be composed of not less than 3 and no more 
than 5 members.  Mr. Sweet also noted that there are some minimum 
requirements such as training and several of the individuals will need experience 
in commercial/residential real estate appraisals, other real estate professionals 



(builders, developers, legal or financial professionals) and at least one member 
shall set in on all cases involving commercial/multi-family residential property 
unless waived by the tax payer meaning that individual would set in so they 
would have continuity and consistency by the Board of Equalization.    
Michael S. Hash asked to leave the nomination as a nominee from his district – 
Don Dudley.  Glen E. Rosenbaum nominated Reece Sage.  John S. Fant inquired 
since Mr. Dudley is a member of the Planning Commission Board, is there any 
potential conflict of interest for him to serve on the Board of Equalization?  
Jonathan D. Sweet recommended consulting with legal counsel concerning this.  
Glen E. Rosenbaum made the motion to approve the recommendation of Don 
Dudley – Providence District and Reece Sage – Wilson District; duly seconded by 
Michael S. Hash.   John S. Fant wanted to be clear the Don Dudley’s nomination 
is contingent upon if he can serve while being a member of the Planning 
Commission Board.  Michael S. Hash also noted that the Board is not limited to 
nominees/recommendations, just providing a pool of names to the judge.  
Motion carried 5-0.  John S. Fant nominated Kate Irwin depending on her 
acceptance; duly seconded by Kenneth R. Belton.  Motion carried 4-1 with Glen 
E. Rosenbaum opposing. 
 
Workforce Development Board 

• Brenda R. Sutherland nominated Jared Iroler; duly seconded by Glen E. 
Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
 
IN RE:  RESOLUTION – CDBG APPLICATION TO VDHCD FOR EAGLE BOTTOM HOUSING  
     REHABILITATION PROJECT 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet introduced Brian Reed, Deputy Director, of the Mt. Rogers Planning 
District Commission to explain the Resolution (listed below) for this $700,000 grant for a 
community that we have identified that is in need of housing rehabilitation and in some 
cases full replacement.  The targets low to moderate income citizens that qualify.  Mt. 
Rogers Planning District Commission is part of the County and they help us with some of 
our research, grants, etc.  Mr. Reed addressed the Board and explained that this 
resolution is for the Eagle Bottom Housing Project.  The application is for $700,000 
which is the maximum we can request for a housing rehabilitation project.  This 
resolution gives the County Administrator permission to sign all papers/assurances, etc.  
Grant preparation has been started; the first of 2 public hearings has been completed 
and the 2nd public hearing will be Tuesday, March 15th, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. at the Church 
of God Prophecy in Fries.  Currently we are looking at replacing 16 units with total 
construction cost of approximately $560,000 plus associated cost of legal fees, etc. 
would bring the project up to $700,000.  Brenda R. Sutherland asked if the Resolution is 
for implementing and Mr. Reed noted that no, we have to have the Resolution to 
submit the grant.  Michael S. Hash made the motion to approve; duly seconded by John 
S. Fant.  Roll call vote as follows:  Michael S. Hash – Aye; Glen E. Rosenbaum – Aye; 



Kenneth R. Belton – Aye; John S. Fant – Aye; Brenda R. Sutherland – Aye.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
A RESOLUTION FOR APPLICATION TO THE 

 VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  
 FOR THE EAGLE BOTTOM HOUSING REHABILITATION PROJECT 

 
WHEREAS, Grayson County, Virginia has identified Housing Quality as a top priority in its ongoing 
redevelopment plans; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, The Department of Housing and Community Development of Virginia is making 
available Community Development Block Grant Funding for the 2016 Fiscal Year; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to two Public Hearings the Board of Supervisors of Grayson County, 
Virginia whishes to apply for up to $700,000.00 of Community Development Block Grant Funds for 
the Eagle Bottom Housing Rehabilitation Project. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Administrator is hereby authorized to 
sign and submit appropriate documents for the Virginia Community Development Block Grant 
Application; and, 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all beneficiaries of the project will be low to moderate 
income residents of the County of Grayson, as of July 1, 2016. 
  
  

Adopted the 10th day of March, 2016 in the County of Grayson, Virginia. 
 

  
      By:  ________________________________ 
                     Brenda R. Sutherland, Chair 
               Grayson County Board of supervisors 
 
 
ATTEST 
  By:______________________________ 
     Jonathan D. Sweet, Clerk 
          Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
 
 
Mr. Reed also handed out an information page (listed below) explaining a little about the Mount 
Rogers Planning District Commission and what they do. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING – TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENT ON A REQUEST FROM REV. 
 LAURA M. GEORGE, J.D. ON BEHALF OF AMETHYST ACRES, LLC CAMPGROUND, 
 FOR THE PURPOSE OF REVIEWING AN APPLICATION TO AMEND AN EXISTING 
 SPECIAL USE PERMIT ASSOCIATED WITH A PROPERTY AND PROJECT IN THE 
 WILSON DISTRICT OF GRAYSON COUNTY, VA, AND LOCATED AT 88 ORACLE WAY, 



 INDEPENDENCE, VA; TAX MAP #71-A-48C, WITH THE INTENT TO REVISE THE SITE 
 PLAN AND CONDITIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE CAMPGROUND. 
 

 Elaine R. Holeton, Planning & Community Development Director, 
addressed the  Board  noting that at the Planning Commission meeting 
December 15, 2015,  they approved the Special Use Permit for Amethyst Acres, 
LLC and   recommended the application proceed to the Board of 
Supervisors for their  consideration.  The application, staff report, associated 
conditions and adjacent landowner letter affiliated  with this special use permit 
are listed below.    The primary changes since the  original application in 2011 
are:  revised site plan, a list of structures planned for  the campground and 
revised conditions that more accurately reflect the current  plans and only 
those conditions associated with the campground (the original  application 
included the Oracle Institute).  What is being reviewed this evening is just for the 
campground – a campground still requires a special use permit in a rural farm 
district.  Glen E. Rosenbaum inquired about a division of property; Ms. Holeton 
answered that no – both of the uses are on the same property meaning same tax 
map number- no division of property just a  more accurate reflection of what the 
special use permit is for.  Mr. Rosenbaum asked that they are still operating 
under restricted special use permit at this time?  Ms. Holeton explained that the 
Oracle Institute is still under construction and because of the zoning ordinance 
changes that occurred in 2014, the uses affiliated with the Oracle Institute are 
now allowed by right.  If you have a use allowed by right they typically do not 
require a special use permit application.  The difference would be the 
campground would require a special use permit application which is what is up 
for consideration tonight.  If this special use permit it granted by the Board it will 
be for a campground to operate on this tax map #71-A-48C.  Ms. Holeton 
explained that this revision is necessary because Ms. George wants to properly 
align more with the changes we had in the zoning ordinance but also because of 
some minor site plan changes that she had.  Brenda R. Sutherland opened the 
public hearing. Ms. George addressed the Board and asked to switch a 
bathhouse out for an eating pavilion.  John S. Fant asked if there are any 
concerns for the well/septic issues.  Ms. George replied that no, in fact the well 
will be at the lowest point on the property and they only need 1.5 gallons per 
minute for the campground and same for the septic.  Mr. Rosenbaum inquired 
on the number of acres involved and Ms. George that the lot in question is 11 
acres and where the campground is going to be is less than 2 acres.  Mr. 
Rosenbaum also inquired about the number of buildings being placed on the 
property and Ms. George stated 10 campsites, 1 bathhouse and 1 pavilion.  
Kenneth R. Belton asked if the campground is fenced and Ms. George responded 
no.  Mr. Belton asked if the people camping would know where they are 
supposed to be and Ms. George responded she thinks so and one of the things 
they could do would be to give all guests a map of the campground so they don’t 
stray.  Ms. George noted that the creek is the dividing line between her property 



and the Cox property and on the other side is a barbed wire fence.  Mr. 
Rosenbaum asked if children would be staying at this site and Ms. George 
responded that there could be.  Mr. Rosenbaum is concerned about the dangers 
of the creek and children drowning.  Mr. Rosenbaum also inquired about the 
insurance for the campground and Ms. George stated that she doesn’t have any 
yet but she will definitely be fully insured before the campground is open for 
business.  Michael S. Hash made the motion to close the public hearing; duly 
seconded by Glen E. Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 5-0.  Jonathan D. Sweet read 
the letter received March 10, 2016 from adjacent land owner Karen Sheets 
concerning the sewage treatment (listed below).  Ms. George responded that the 
Health Department has reviewed the sewage.  Mr. Rosenbaum noted his 
concerns before voting regarding liability and children.  John S. Fant feels from 
the stand point of perimeter between the Cox Estate, Karen Sheets and Ms. 
George there should be some physical markings or postings on the other side of 
the creek or something to say that part of the creek is our property and part of 
the creek is not our property and if you go across the creek you are trespassing 
in addition to the maps that will be handed out.  Mr. Fant feels that some sort of 
visual signs/postings would help keep customers in the right area.  Mr. Fant 
made the motion to approve the request with concerns of trespassing and 
health issues to be addressed; duly seconded by Kenneth R. Belton.  Motion 
carried 4-1 with Mr. Rosenbaum opposing. 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
IN RE:  DECLARATION OF COUNTY SURPLUS – SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet explained that the Sheriff’s Department has the following to surplus: 
1 Sorgel three phase general purpose transformer; 2 xray film illuminators; 1 Acroprint 
electronic time card unit with cards and 1 guardian locking elevated toilet seat with 
arms.  The wall-mounted baby changing station will be brought to the courthouse.  
Michael S. Hash made the motion to approve; duly seconded by John S. Fant.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet gave the following report: 
 Grubb Public Safety Facility – Up-fit is coming along nicely and we are targeting 

mid-April for the ribbon cutting and open house; the grant to the USDA-RD was 
completed, signed & submitted on March 2nd for $50,000 and we are awaiting 
notification of award.  Additionally we are awaiting a date to close on the 
permanent financing through USDA. 

 Since our last Board of Supervisors meeting, we also closed out another USDA-
RD grant for a little more than $49,141.62 for police vehicles. 

 HB-2 Update:  Rt. 21 and 58 Intersection Radius Improvement of $250,245.00 – 
more information may be obtained at 
http://www.virginiahb2.org/projects/default.asp and the project ID # 720(395).  
A press release will be issued at a later date when the Commonwealth is ready to 
provide more detail.  

 Grayson County FY-17 Budget development is in progress and we have a draft of 
this Year’s Budget Theme, Mission, Goals, Strategies and Objectives.  Staff will 
propose the following Theme and Mission: 

 

http://www.virginiahb2.org/projects/default.asp


 
 
 

FY-17 BUDGET THEME 
Continuing the momentum….. 

We shall continue to use logical budgeting and financial principles to make sound 
fiscal management decisions in preparing a functional and transparent budget 
that meets the current and future needs of the county and all its agencies, that 
support the citizens of Grayson County and carries on our positive momentum. 

 
FY-17 Budget Mission 

To collectively work to develop a balanced budget with a continued effort to 
protect and maintain a healthy Fund Balance, to effectively plan for future 

capital projects, to manage increases in operational expenditures, to strategically 
invest in initiatives, agencies and projects that advance our Comprehensive Plan 
Priorities, and to comprehensively support public education, all while sustaining 

the highest level of core services with a net-neutral impact to the tax payer. 
 

 A productive Grayson County EDA meeting was held on March 1st, 2016 that 
lasted over 3.5 hours with a focus on the management of our Revolving Loan 
Program, processing of a request by one of our existing industries associates 
with Project Silica, election of officers, execution of the BOS/EDA lease on the 
Grubb Public Safety Facility and an overview of the Grayson County Economic 
Development Summary I prepared last month as an Economic Development 
Orientation and planning instrument. 

 Participated in a school’s facility tour of Baywood and Fairview along with our 
BOS Chair and Vice Chair and the Chair of the School Board and the 
Superintendent. 

 A youth Easter egg hunt for the community at the Grayson County Recreation 
Park on March 21, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

IN RE:  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
Department head reports as submitted. 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
None 
 
 



 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
None 
 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN 
 
Glen E. Rosenbaum made the motion to continue the meeting to March 15, 2016 at 5:30 
p.m.; duly seconded by Kenneth R. Belton.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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