
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
October 13, 2016 
 
 
Members attending were:  Brenda R. Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, John S. Fant, Glen 
E. Rosenbaum and Michael S. Hash. 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to amend the agenda by moving the Health 
Insurance update to first on the agenda under new business and adding Kelly Haga, 
Treasurer under Department Head reports; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  OLD BUSINESS  
 - RESOLUTION - GRAYSON COUNTY FIRE/EMS COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet read the Resolution (listed below).  Supervisor Fant made the motion 
to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Roll call vote as follows:  Supervisor 
Hash – Aye; Supervisor Rosenbaum – Aye; Supervisor Belton – Aye; Supervisor Fant – 
Aye; Supervisor Sutherland – Ayer.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

Requesting a Comprehensive Analysis 
(Study) of the County’s Fire/EMS System 

 
 WHEREAS, Fire and Emergency Medical Services (EMS) is among the highest priorities 
demanded and expected by our citizens who deserve prompt and professional response every time 
they call 9-1-1; and 
 
 WHEREAS, over 270 volunteers give unselfishly of their time from 9 Fire and Emergency 
Stations (EMS), responding to over 2,388 calls for service annually; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors demonstrates its genuine commitment 
to these organizations by appropriating over $395,000 in the current fiscal year for normal, recurring 
needs, while considering special requests as necessary. 



 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Grayson County Board of Supervisors hereby 
requests the completion of a Comprehensive Analysis (Study) of the County’s Fire and Emergency 
Services System and directs the County Administrator to take necessary action to request the same 
from the Virginia Fire Services Board. 
 
 Adopted this, the 13th day of October 2016, in the County of Grayson, Virginia. 
 
   
                      By: ____________________________________ 
                                Brenda R. Sutherland, Chair  
                      Grayson County Board of Supervisors  
 
Attest: _______________________________ 
                          Jonathan D. Sweet 
             Grayson County Board of Supervisors  
 
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 

 COUNTY EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE RENEWAL 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet explained that we utilized a consulting services to assist with this 
renewal of our health insurance endeavor.  We have worked with the consulting service 
to assist us in developing strategies that would provide the highest quality of product 
and benefit the employee and saves the County as much money as possible.  Based on 
our loss ratio, we were going to need to find money available for our renewal. Based 
upon our loss ratio, we felt very fortunate to have received an 11% premium increase as 
we had only budgeted for a 7% increase for this fiscal year.  By strategically negotiating 
with Anthem, we were able to reduce the premium increase from 11% to 5.05% by 
allowing them to quote the dental as well which is approximately a $70,647.36 savings.  
The health care term is one (1) year with the dental being a two (2) year term.  
Supervisor Rosenbaum made the recommendation to keep the current KeyCare 
30/2000/70, drop the REVOLV dental coverage and go with Anthem on the dental with 
no change in the benefits; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet noted that there are no board appointments for consideration this 
month.   
 
IN RE:  PROCLAMATION – BLOOMING TREASURES, LLC 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet read the Proclamation (listed below) that was presented at the 
Ribbon Cutting on October 8, 2016.  Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve; duly 
seconded by Kenneth R. Belton.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 



 
 

Proclamation of the 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 

in Recognition and Appreciation of 
 

 

Blooming Treasures 
 

WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors recognizes the value and 
benefits Blooming Treasures, its products, and its services will bring to Grayson County; 
and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Board feels strongly that your investment in Grayson County will 

be a mutually-rewarding endeavor for both your businesses and our citizens; and, 
 

WHEREAS, it is with extreme gratitude that the Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
acknowledges the efforts put forth to make this venture a reality for the good of our community; 
and, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors would like to extend our sincere and utmost appreciation to Blooming Treasures, 
and wish this business tremendous success. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that the Grayson 
County Board of Supervisors officially welcomes Blooming Treasures, LLC, to Grayson 
County, and enthusiastically receives you as the newest member of our business community. 

 
Presented this, the 8thday of October, 2016, in the County of Grayson, Virginia. 

 
 

By:  __________________________________  
     Brenda R. Sutherland, Chair  

          Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
 
Attest:  __________________________________ 
                       Jonathan D. Sweet, Clerk 
              Grayson County Board of Supervisors 

 
 
IN RE:  DECLARATION OF COUNTY SURPLUS 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve the declaration of County surplus (listed 
below); duly seconded by Supervisor Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
 
 



 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 2009 Dodge Charger – approximately 178,000 miles 

   Runs poorly 
 2005 Chevrolet Trailblazer – approximately 157,000 miles 

   Running but very poorly – has one dead cylinder 
 
PUBLIC WORKS 
 1993 Homemade Trailer, vin 244921TR – trailer is obsolete & not used 
 1993 Homemade Trailer, vin 244920TR – trailer is obsolete & not used 

 
 

IN RE:  RESOLUTION – VTIC AGRI-BUSINESS GRANT APPLICATION FOR GATE CENTER 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet explained this is to move forward with a grant application to the 
Virginia Tobacco Commission worth approximately $500,000 for Phase II of the Grayson 
Agriculture and Technical Education Center (GATE Center).  This facility is an ag-centric 
facility that will house a variety of for-profit, non-profit, governmental entities, etc. 
focused on agriculture and supporting agribusiness to include the Virginia Cooperative 
Extension, 4-H, United State Department of Agriculture Rural Development, and a 
financial stability center, which is very exciting.  We’ve had tremendous success with job 
creations and we are limited on our product which is what we have left to market so we 
now have the opportunity to get more out of the jobs created by teaching our working 
citizens how to better manage their resources, how to budget, how to build credit, etc.  
This is an initiative that we are partnering with Virginia Tech, United Way, and Galax City 
and Carroll County are assisting us with financial resources to help develop this for the 
Twin Counties but will be housed right here in Independence.  We will also have three 
(3) business incubators that will be housed on the second (2nd) floor and one (1) of those 
offices has already been rented.  The business name will be announced when we do the 
ribbon cutting for the GATE Center.  This Resolution is for Phase II to open up the cells 
and create a functional space with up-to-date technology where meetings, educational 
learning opportunities, STEM teaching, job fairs, etc. can meet in that facility.  This 
facility will also have a commercial kitchen that has a teaching component to it which 
will be good for the Farmers Market, 4-H, afterschool programs, etc.  The facility will 
also have an outside “green” space that will have table and chairs for gatherings, etc. 
Mr. Sweet read the Resolution (listed below).  Supervisor Fant made the motion to 
approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Rosenbaum.   Motion carried 5-0.  
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
IN RE:  PROCLAMATION – MR. JAMES S. MOSS, BUILDING OFFICIAL 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet read the Proclamation (listed below).  Supervisor Sutherland 
presented the Proclamation to Mr. Moss.  Supervisor Belton made the motion to 
approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

Proclamation of the 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 

in Recognition of 
 

James S. Moss 
 

 WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors recognizes Mr. James S. Moss, 
Grayson County Building Official, for his exemplory service to the fine citizens of Grayson County, 
Virginia; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors also wishes to recognize and 
acknoweldge that Mr. Moss, being Grayson County’s first Certified Building Official, has 
professionally served the community for thirteen years in numerous capacities within the office of 
the Grayson County Building Official and has demonstrated an effective ability to go above and 
beyond the scope of a traditional building official for the benefit of the county, the school system, 
business and industry, and our workforce; and, 
 
WHEREAS,  during  Mr. Moss’ service to the County, he has found multiple ways to further 
contribute to the greater profession, and these contributions include but are not limited to service 
as the newly elected 2016/2017 VBCOA Sergeant at Arms, and as the current Chairman of the 
VBCOA-Region 1 whose leadership helped lead this region to be selected and honored on 
September 19th, as the 2016 VBCOA Region of the Year for the first time since 1929; and, 
   

WHEREAS, Mr. Moss’ contributions in his field have been a model to Building Officials 
around the Commonwealth and his efforts to advance building safety, continuing education for 
code professionals, and for going above and beyond in promoting the interests of the building 
code profession through the ICC High School Technical Training Program has led Mr. Moss to 
receive the highest award to be bestowed to code professionals – The VBCOA’s 2016 President’s 
Award for Excellence. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors recognizes and commends Mr. James S. Moss for his exemplory service to the County 
of Grayson, for his accomplishments as Chairman in leading Region 1 to receive the VBCOA  



 
 
Region of the Year Award, and for receiving the profession’s top honor - The VBCOA’s 2016 
President’s Award for Excellence. 
 
 
 
 

Adopted this 13th Day October, 2016, in the County of Grayson, Virginia. 
 
 

By: 
_____________________________  

                    Brenda R. Sutherland, Chair  
 Grayson County Board of Supervisors 

 
 

Attest:  ____________________________ 
                           Jonathan D. Sweet, Clerk 
                Grayson County Board of Supervisors 

 
 
IN RE:  MOUNT ROGERS SCHOOL FACILITY – STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet explained the staff recommendation:   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Mr. Sweet noted that the Grayson County School Board had sent a letter dated April 11, 
2016 to the County signed by Division Superintendent Kelly Wilmore, stating “The 
Grayson County School Board is respectfully requesting the Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors to seriously consider disposition of the Mount Rogers School for the 
purpose of reinvesting any proceeds of the sale of the facility back into the Grayson 
County school system, more specifically, investments into improving our public 
education facilities and assets.”  After discussion from the Board, Supervisor Fant made 
the motion per the recommendation in the board packet (to move to properly advertise 
and conduct a public hearing at the subsequent meeting of the Board of Supervisors, 
pursuant to §15.2-1800 of the Code of Virginia, for the purpose of transferring 
ownership from the Grayson County Board of Supervisors to the Grayson County 
Economic Development Authority so that the Authority can explore and pursue the best 
use of the property as to prevent any further deterioration of existing structures, lower 
and/or remove the County’s exposure to liability and risk, to generate a windfall and/or 
residual revenue for the reinvestment into the Mount Rogers area and/or the greater 
Grayson County community, to preserve the building(s) for posterity, and to utilize the 
existence of the facility for the continued benefit of the community); duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0.  Mr. Sweet noted that for edification, staff 
recognizes the Boards desire to transfer ownership from the Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors to the Grayson County Economic Development Authority so the Authority 



can explore or pursue the best use of the property as to prevent any further 
deterioration of existing structures and remove the County’s exposure of liability and 
risk, to generate a windfall and/or residual revenue for the reinvestment into the Mount 
Rogers area and/or the greater Grayson County community, to preserve the building(s) 
for posterity, and to utilize the existence of the facility for the continued benefit of the 
community. 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet updated the Board on the following: 

o Exciting day yesterday (10/12/16) with the announcement of Project Process – 
River Ridge Land & Cattle Company, LLC.  There will be at least 11 new jobs 
created with an annual income of $30,000+; 2.1 million in capital investment 
with a residual benefit of over $4 million annually in livestock. 

o Secretary Gooden toured the GATE Center yesterday while he was in town for 
the announcement. 

o The Providence District Farm Tour was held October 5th, 2016. Kevin Spurlin 
done a fantastic job showcasing our agribusiness community – Leonard Farms, 
Bill Shaffner’s Farm (medical lamb research and partnership with the state of 
New Hampshire), and Danny Boyer’s Farm. 

o Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) – Eagle Bottom Community – a  
$700,000 competitive grant that the County has received from DHCD in support 
of the substantial reconstruction of five (5) homes (including replacement of 
three (3) mobile homes), the rehabilitation of nine (9) owner-occupied units, and 
the rehabilitation of two (2) rental units.  This will allow us to provide a quality, 
safe place for our citizens to live.   

o Personnel:  Received a letter from the Commonwealth’s Dept. of General 
Services informing us that Leesa Gayheart has completed all professional 
certification requirements as a Virginia Contracting Associate through the 
Virginia Institute of Procurement.  The last paragraph of the letter states “this 
achievement required a significant effort and indicates a strong commitment to 
professional excellence in public purchasing to meet the requirements for both 
the public body, and to the Commonwealth.  I am confident this certification will 
provide significant value and benefit to your organization.”  We commend Mrs. 
Gayheart for earning this certification. 

o Also, commended Mitch Smith, Deputy County Administrator and Director of 
PSA, completed the Virginia Institute for Economic Development on Sept. 28th 
through Virginia Tech. 

o Our annual employee health fair will be held on Tuesday, October 18th, 2016.  
We encourage the Board and all our employees (and families) to attend. 

o Public Service Announcements –  
 Flatridge Community Center has been added to the Holiday & Inclement 

Weather Collection Sites for Mondays. 
 



 
 Board of Equalization Update – a BOE member will attend next month’s 

board meeting to give a more formal, comprehensive update of the 
equalization hearings and their methodology.  The BOE had 43 hearings; 
discussed 93 tracts of land – out of those 93, 48 had no value changes 
and 45 had value changes; out of the 45 value changes, 33 were land only 
changes, 11 were house & land changes and 1 commercial change.  Those 
adjustments resulted in a $744,600 decrease in assessed value and 
$3,648.54 in tax dollars. 

o Pumpkin Festival at Matthews Living History Museum on October 17th through 
October 27th – Community carved pumpkins will be lit and on display every 
evening and will be judged at the end of the event. 

 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING 
 
None 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS – DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 
 
Kelly Haga, Grayson County Treasurer, spoke regarding the taxes.  Citizens should get 
tax papers next week.  Mr. Haga also noted that he would be sending out an email to 
the Board members next week with some ideas and would like their input. 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AN DPUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
Supervisor Sutherland spoke about business leaders being invited to the CATE Center on 
October 27th, 2016 (Grow Grayson Initiative) for an update at 11:40 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Belton made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-
3711(A)(1) of the Code of Virginia, relating to a personal matter; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded 
by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
this 13th, day of October 2016, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 
accordance with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, Section §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board 
of Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;  
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to  
 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Kenneth R. Belton – I so certify; John S. Fant – I so 
certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify. 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to accept Jonathan D. Sweet’s resignation effective 
January 15, 2017.  Motion carried 4-1 with Supervisor Belton voting nay. 
 
IN RE:  CONTINUANCE 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to continue the meeting to October 27, 2016 at 11:40 
a.m. at the CATE Center; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN 
 
Supervisor Sutherland adjourned the meeting. 
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