
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
January 8, 2015 
 
Members attending were:  John K. Brewer, Brenda Sutherland, David M. Sexton, Glen E. 
Rosenbaum and Kenneth R. Belton. 
 
IN RE:  CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Brenda R. Sutherland made the motion to approve the agenda and consent agenda; duly 
seconded by John K. Brewer.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  REPORTS, PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
None 
 
IN RE:   OLD BUSINESS 

None 
 
 
 



 
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS - BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION – Palmer W. Fant, M.D., resigned effective December 31, 
2014.  Brenda R. Sutherland made the motion to appoint John Fant to finish Dr. Fant’s 
term which will end December 31, 2016; duly seconded by John K. Brewer.  Motion 
carried 5-0.   
 
IN RE:  ROUTE 704 RESOLUTION – NOTICE OF INTENT TO ABANDON 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet explained the notice of intent to go forth with this Resolution (listed 
below) to abandon .63 mile segment of State Route 704.  Glen E. Rosenbaum made the 
motion to approve; duly seconded by Kenneth R. Belton.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 
       
 
 
 
 



 
 
  Adopted this 8th day of January 2015, in Grayson County, Virginia. 
 
     Recorded Vote 
     Moved by:  Glen E. Rosenbaum 
     Seconded by:  Kenneth R. Belton 
     Yeas:  _____5_____ 
     Nays: _____0_____ 
 

 
 
      
IN RE:  COYOTE BOUNTY ORDINANCE – ADDITONAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet informed the Board of the current state of the Coyote Bounty 
program and subsequently the status of the budget to support said program.  As of the 
beginning of the fiscal Year 2015 (07/01/14), the County has processed 131 coyotes for 
bounty for a total amount of $5,240.00.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
Glen E. Rosenbaum commented to keep the program and made a motion to add $5,000 
to the coyote budget, not to exceed $10,000 until the end of fiscal year;  duly seconded 
by John K. Brewer.  Motion carried 3-2 with Kenneth R. Belton and Brenda R. Sutherland 
voting nay.  John K. Brewer requested staff to look into where the money could come 
from and inform the Board on where the money will be transferred from. 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 2014 End of Year Bullet Briefing: 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

• Announced in concert with the Governor - Three Basic Sector Projects resulting in 300 
new qualified jobs, the retention of 85 existing jobs and $9.55M in new capital 
investment 

 



 
 

 
• Blue Ridge Crossroads Small Business Development Center: 

SBDC Impact     
 2014  

Jobs Created 70    
Jobs Retained 10    
Capital Investment  $       650,000     
New Business Starts 10    
Existing Businesses Assisted 58    
Programs Hosted/Co-Hosted 10    
Event Attendees 220    

     
VA SBDC Measurements 2014    
Total Clients 136    
Long Term Clients 34    
Counseling Hours 600+    
Average Hours Per Client 4.42  

 
  

• Unemployment rate this time last year vs. this time this year 
2011 – 10.7% 2012 – 9.7% 2013 - 9.7%  2014 – 8.6%       VA - 5.4% /US - 

6.3% 
 
• Changed the name of the Grayson County Industrial Development Authority to the 

Grayson County Economic Development Authority 
 

• Transferred ownership of the Grayson County Industrial park from the Board of 
Supervisors to the Grayson County Economic Development Authority for the purpose of 
more readily facilitating industrial development 

 
• In concert with People Incorporated, The Grayson County Economic Development 

Authority developed and made available a new Revolving Loan Fund Program offering 
microenterprise loan products and services for entrepreneurs and small businesses in 
Grayson County 
 

• The County was reported on most positively multiple times in various economic 
development and news publications to include but not limited to Virginia Business 
Magazine, Capital Connections Magazine, Commerce Quarterly and the Roanoke Times 
 
ORDINANCES, POLICIES & PROCEDURES: 

• Undertook and successfully revamped the Grayson County Zoning Ordinance 
 

• Adopted the County’s most robust 5-year Comprehensive Plan 
 
 
 
 



 
 

• Adopted and implemented the Grayson County Stormwater Management Program as 
required by new state legislation 
 

• Completely rewrote and adopted the Grayson County Handbook 
 

• Debt Reduction Plan - The Grayson County Board of Supervisors successfully paid off 
four (4) of its long-term notes well ahead of schedule, notably saving the taxpayers of 
Grayson County more than $510,000.00 in interest payments over the life of the loans.   
 

• Implemented a County Employee Company Nurse Program and Injury Hotline to provide 
better care and attention to the employee and save the county money by reducing loss-
time, and nonproductive leave, ultimately lowering our Mod-Factor and saving the 
county money 
 

• Switched to self-funded dental insurance and successfully renegotiated lower rates for 
county employee health insurance to save both the county and the employee money.  
 

• Developed  Grayson’s first Coyote Bounty Ordinance and sponsored Grayson County’s 
first ever Coyote Hunter Contest 

 
COUNTY DEPARTMENTS & PROJECTS: 
 

• Local building permits [Commercial permits – Fell off in 2009 and 2010 - Steady positive 
increase since 2010 (5); 2011 (16); 2012 (26); 2013 (28); 2014 (31) 
(Note:  All time low in 2009 and 2010 and rebounding in 2011 and increased by Approx. 
30% in 2012 and have held steady since (*The second home construction market has 
rebounded) 
 

• Made multiple improvements to the Grayson County Recreation Park facilities 
 

• Processed 25 offenders in 2014 through our Day Report Program saving 3,152 jail days 
and contributing to a net savings and income to the County of $89,605.43 
 

• Installed a new integrated county-wide phone system creatively utilizing grant funding to 
accomplish this investment 
 

• Converted the county’s Geographical Information Systems to an internally maintained 
and developed system in effort to broaden the number and scope of layers and 
applications 
 

• Sponsored a 2014 Top 10 Grayson County Photo Contest 
 

• Completed both Phase I and Phase II  of a III Phase Capital Improvement Plan project 
regarding Courthouse Security Enhancements, more specifically,  we replaced and 
upgraded for the first time the key lock system within the courthouse. 
 

• Held our first American Red Cross Blood Drive 
 



 
 

 
• Was the largest United Way local government contributor in the Twin Counties 

 
• 2014 Recycle Numbers 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: 

 
• Received a $200k Recreation Trail Program Grant for the Grayson County Recreation 

Trail Project 
 

• Completed both Phase I and Phase II of the Lead Meter Replacement Project for the Old 
Town and Fairview water systems through an array of grants and strategic financing. 
 

• The County as a whole was successfully awarded $948,185 in Community Development 
Block Grants from the VA Department of Housing and Community Development which 
equated to 11% of the entire award for the state.  Some of which will be used for the 
Nuckolls Curve Waterline extension project that is slated to be constructed and 
completed this Spring. 
 

• In 2014 we secured 30 state, federal and private grants totaling more than $2,525,000.00 
for economic and community development purposes  
 

 
IN RE:  DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 
 
As presented. 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING – TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENT ON AN EXTENSION OF A 
SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR INDEPENDENCE LUMBER COMPANY FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
CONTINUING ROACK QUARRY OPERATIONS WITHIN AN INDUSTRIAL ZONE DISTRICT 
LOCATED AT 407 LUMBER LN, INDEPENDENCE VA; TAX MAP NO 71-A-88 AND SITUATED 
WITHIN THE ELK CREEK DISTRICT OF GRAYSON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 
Elaine Holeton, Planning and Community Development Director, presented the 
application.  David M. Sexton opened the public hearing. Tom Farthing spoke on behalf 
of the company and the quarry being idle at this point but would like to maintain this 
permit in case they need it.  Kenneth R. Belton made the motion to close the public 
hearing; duly seconded by Glen E. Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 5-0.  Glen E. Rosenbaum 
made the motion to approve by Planning Commission recommendation; duly seconded 
by Brenda R. Sutherland.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
David Hauslohner presented a request of support for a sign at Meadow Creek Rd/Route 
58 Intersection for the Matthew State Farm.  John K. Brewer moved to add this item to  



 
 
the agenda; duly seconded by Glen E. Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 5-0.  Jonathan D. 
Sweet asked the Board of Supervisors to consider letting VDOT look at the project and 
then the Board could consider the request.  John K. Brewer made the motion to approve 
support for the sign, contingent upon VDOT’s approval and City of Galax approval; duly 
seconded by Kenneth R. Belton.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
David M. Sexton made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(5) 
of the Code of Virginia, relating to a discussion of an undisclosed prospective business or 
industry or the expansion of an existing business or industry; duly seconded by Glen E. 
Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
John K. Brewer made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by Glen 
E. Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
this 8th, day of January, 2015, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 
accordance with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, Section §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board 
of Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;  
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to  
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  David M. Sexton – I so certify; Glen E. Rosenbaum – I so certify; Kenneth R. 
Belton – I so certify; Brenda Sutherland – I so certify; John K. Brewer – I so certify.   
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN 
 
Brenda R. Sutherland made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Glen E. 
Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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